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BECOME A SUBSCRIBER! 


Since 1979, the undeniable leader in wrestling journalism has been 

Pro Wrestling Iflustrated. Subscribe now and never miss an issue of the 
sport's most respected magazine. Wrestling is the only sport with non-stop 
action the whole year round, and nobody covers the action better than 
PWI. 


12 BIG ISSUES A YEAR 

PWis award-winning Staff is always on the scene where the action is, 
providing the most complete coverage of the spon available anywhere. 
From the great staff of writers through the dramatic peak-action 
photographs to the magnificent full-color pinup, PW brings wrestling from 
the arena into your home. 


FULL-COLOR PINUP 

Each issue of PW contains a spectacular FULL-COLOR PINUP of one of 
wrestling’s greatest superstars, plus an in-depth career biography of that 
wrestler. They are worth the price of a subscription by themselves! 


SUBSCRIBERS SAVE MONEY 

A year’s subscription to PWE-12 big issues—is only $22. And that 
includes the higher-priced special magazines such as the color-packed 
‘‘SuperCards”’ issue and the sensational year-end awards issue. It's an 
unbeatable deall You save over $5 off the newsstand price, and you have 
every issue delivered directly to your door in a protective manila envelope. 
Dont delay—subscribe today! 





Send To: TVSPORTS C New D Renewal | _— 
BOX 48 12 BIG ISSUES ONLY $22.00 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 A SAVINGS OF OVER $5.00! 


Yes, |'m ready for all the action and excitement of wrestling’s greatest magazine! Please enter my subscription 
for the next 12 issues of Pro Wrestling Hlustrated. | am enclosing $22.00 (U.S. FUNDS ONLY) as payment in full. 


NAME — 
ADDRESS APT. 
CITY _ STATE ZIP 


(U.S. FUNDS ONLY. Offer good in U.S. and Canada only. All other counines $27.00.) 
Please allow up to eight weeks before you receive your first issue. 








THE VON ERICHS: FRONT ROW RINGSIDEis an up-close and personal look 
at the Von Enich legend culled from the extensive video library of World Class 


The Von Ench 


farmly has long Championship Wrestling and featuring et-home interviews with Kerry, Kevin, 
been known as Mike, and Fritz. This program will be a valuable addition to your videotape co)- 
“The First Family SS eae eee 
Of Professional @ The entire June 1, 1982; Putz Von Erich no-disqualification retirement match 
Wrestling.”’ Now, ree ny “oh 4, 1983, Kevin Von Erich-Terry Gordy match in which 
a deluxe-quality Kevin won the World Class Amencan belt! 


® Highlights of David Von Eich battling Jim Garvin, Kamala, and Harle 
videotape and eae is J 
collectors’ it] e The entire May 6, 1984, bout in which Kerry Von Exich captured the NWA 
h rs edition : World aie from Ric Flair at Texas Stadium in front of 43,518 fans. 
ardacover book @ Highlights of Mike Von Erich’s November 24, 1983, debut match against 
prince alltin > Gen Skandor Akbar, and 2 battle against John Tatum. 
dr a iS excitement, @ Rare footage of Chns Von Erich; Fritz vs. Joe Blanchard: David spanking Sunshine; six- 
ama, tragedy, and tn- : manaction feanming Mike, Lance, & Kevin, and David, Kevin, and Kerry; and Mike's hospital- 


umph of the Von Exichs - ization trom toxic shock syndrome. 


into your home! ee 
- THE VON ERICHS: A FAMILY ALBUM is a rnacnilicent 


" history of the endire Von Exich family in words and pictures. | 1 NT | 
_ subtitled “Tragedies And Triumphs Of America’s First Farn- 
. iy Of Wrestling,” the book chronicles Fritz, Doris, Kevin, Bl | 


David, Kerry, Mike, and Chrs—plus rare photos of lack—in SI RTATA TUL oe — 
over 100 black-and-white photographs and 32 pages of daz- 
zing color photography. Many of these photos are from the 
Von Ench persona) family scrapbooks (including many 
baby photos and schoo) pormaits) and have neverbeen | 
published anywhere—until now! This beautifully designed _| 
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hardcover volurre measures 82x11 and is 128 pages in 
length. You'll be proud to add this to your personal library. 


ee 


Make check or money order payable and send to: 
TV SPORTS 

BOX 48 

ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 1157) 





PLEASE RUSH ME: 

|] THE VON ERICHS: FRONT ROW RINGSIDE videotape (VHS orders only) 
(] THE VON ERICSS: A FAMILY ALBUM hardcover book 

(_] MONEY-SAVING SUPERFAN PACKAGE!—one each: videotape and book 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
lam enclosing: | 
@ $32.95 ($29.95 plus $3.00 postage and handling) for each Front Row Ringside tape [ am ordering. | 
© $15.95 ($13.95 plus $2.00 postage and handling) for each A Family Album book J am ordering. | 
@ $44.95 ($39.95 plus $5.00 pastage and handling) for each Superfan Package | am ordering. | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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NAME® sce cettco ei it i a ey SN" 
ADDRESS: 


a | STATE: ZIP; 


For all orders except U.S. and Canada, you must add $2.00 for each ape ar book ordered for boat mail, and 53.00 for each tape or Book ardered for air- 
mail. U.S. funds only. Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. Foreign customers: Please be sure your videotape sysiern is NTSC companble. 
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FIRST CLASS! 


A combination subscription to Wrestling 89 and Wrestling Siiblinnl brings you eight quality quarterlies 





avery year. 


When you subscribe, you will receive a 
- 3 package of two magazines every three 
1 ‘i \ months (a total of eight per year). Here's 
: what a ''First Class Subscriber’ will get: 





@ Four issues per year of wrestling’s full- 
color magazine, Wrestling 89, the 
magazine printed on slick paper, 
illustrated with the finest color 
ee photographs available anywhere, and 

ag | Se written by the world’s best wrestling 
journalists! 
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® Four issues per year of the only 
magazine with the full-color “Action 





: its = " me 
a Gallery,’’ Wrestling Superstars, the l "TOURED e mr Para 
magazine that lakes a close-up [ook at 
wrestling’s biggest stars. 


Four issues of Wrestling 89 plus four issues of Wrestling Superstars for just $15, a savings of $6 off the 
newsstand price! 
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| Want To Go First Class. Please enter my joint subsoriotion for Wrestling 89 and Wrestling Superstars— 
A total of eight big issues per year. | enclose $15 -U.S. FUNDS ONLY- as payment in full. 








Make Check Payable And Send To: LL] NEW ONLY 
TV SPORTS [] RENEWAL 
=e $15 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NEW YORK 115771 
A Savings Of $6 
Name : 
ddress 


A 
City _ State Zip 


(Offer good in U.S. and Canada. All other countries $21.) 
Ptease allow up to twelve weeks before you receive your first issue. 
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TOP 20 CRITIQUES 

I enjoyed your analysis of the 
top 20 wrestlers (‘Rating The 
Wrestlers: An In-Depth Analysis Of 
The Sport's Top 20 Stars!” Summer 
1989). For the most part, all of the 
scores were accurate. There were, 
however, a few errors that need to 
be pointed out. Among them are: 

Ulumate Wamor. His ability to 
absorb punishment should be 9.5. 
At WrestleMania, Rick Rude hit 
the Wamior in the face with a 
dropkick off the top rope and 


— 


Shy 


i! 
fixate} 


ot 
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couldn't even get a one-count. I’ve 
also seen Wamor take three 
clotheslines before being knocked 
down. If that’s not ability to absorb 
punishment, what is? 

Terry Gordy/Bam Bam Bigelow: 
There’s no way you're going to 
convince me these two fat boys 
have conditioning equal to Mike 
Rotundo or Barry Windham, as 
you claim. Both men should have 
an 8.0 in conditiomng. 

Randy Savage/Rick Steamboat: 
Do you really think these two are 
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Barry Windham suplexes Bam Bam Bigelow. Reader Robert Dwyer disputes our claim that 


A. 
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Bigelow is as well-conditioned an athlete as Windham. 
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Send Letters To: 
FAN FORUM 
WRESTLING SUPERSTARS 


BOX 48 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, 
NY 11571 


in Kerry Von Ench’s strength 
class? Kerry has slammed Kamala 
and One Man Gang. Do you be- 
heve Savage or Steamboat could 
duplicate this feat? Both men 
should have their power score re- 
duced from 9.0 to 8.5. 

Also, I could not figure out how 
you justified Sting and Lex Luger 
having the same experience score 
as the veteran Rotundo, 

Overall, these ratings were su- 
penor to your last effort (Wrestling 
Superstars, Fall 1986) and for that I 
give you credit. I hope that in your 
next tag tearm analysis you either 
try to justify the scores better or 
clarify the categones. That way, 
you won't end up with confused 
readers. 

ROBERT DWYER 
Mt. Clemens, MI 


I greatly enjoyed your analysis 
of the top 20 stars in pro wrestling 
today. However, I feel you have 
Made one glaring omussion: Bret 
Hart. 

Bret Hart is one of the most 
technically bmilkant wrestlers 
around. His vast knowledge pro- 
vides tum with a varied offense 
and a strong defense. This ability, 
plus his tendency to brawl, help in 
these areas. 

He has a lot of experience in 


‘Doth singles and tag team match- 


wrestling star, but I haven't been 
able to find a magazine that has an 
article on this man or a new photo- 
graph of him. He deserves recog- 
nition for his accomplishments. 

In general, there are not enough 
articles on Florida wrestlers. I 
think they wrestle as hard as the 
men in the major federations. Re- 
member, not everybody in the 
world is a WWF or NWA‘ fan. 

DONNA HURST 
Greeneville, TN 


MESSAGE TO KERRY 
An open letter to Kerry Von Ench: 
Kerry, why are you wasting your 
time in World Class fighting a 
worthless battle over your family? 
There is no reason for you to stay. 
You have already been the World 
ei! Sf // : Class singles, tag team, and six- 
Ee See tke Tae man champion, so there’s nothing 
Bret Hart executes a sunsel fip on aeaesl nell In reader Marianne Ryan’ S niin left for you to accomplish. 
Bret should have been one of the stars we analyzed last Issue. (Continued on page 54) 





es. His performances in the battle 
royals of WrestleMamias II and IV, 
not to mention 1988’s Royal Rum- 
ble, demonstrate his stamina and 
his ability to absorb punishment, 
both of which can be attributed -to 
his solid conditioning. He also pos- 
sesses a good deal of speed and 
power, 

The one area where he may be 
lacking is in the quality of opposi- 
tor. That can partially be attmbut- 
ed to his indecision whether to 
pursue a singles fifle or remain 
part of The Hart Foundation. Yet, 
in a recent match against Ted Di- 
Biase (whom you rated fourth), 
Hart clearly demonstrated he is in 
the same class as DiBiase. 

Perhaps in a filture issue you 
could expand your list to include 
Bret among the best there are, for 
he tniuly deserves to be there. 

MARIANNE RYAN. 
Chicago 


A KEIRN FAN 

I buy and save just about every 
issue of your magazine, but I'm 
wating to beg you to please do a 


story on Steve Keim of FCW wres- Steve Keim positions Black Bart tor a spinning toehold. Reader Donna Hurst wants to see 
tling in Florida. He’s my favorite ‘More coverage of Kelm and other Florida wrestlers. 


rs 
| 
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CORE IT RUSSIANS 4, Jap- 

anese 2, United States 0 in a 
spectacular and highly unusual 
card held April 24 at the Egg 
Dome in Tokyo. 

A crowd of well over 50,000 
fans was on hand to witness his- 
tory as pro wrestlers from the So- 
viet Union—many of whom had 
only amateur background and 
needed extensive training—bat- 
tled their more experienced coun- 
terparts from the U.S. and Japan. 
Their performance was certainly 
impressive. 

“You have to give these Soviet 
kids a lot of credit,” said Lou 
Thesz, who acted as special 
guest referee for several matches. 
This is something that was alien 
to most. of them not more than a 
year ago, and now they're going 
up against the best in the world 
and winning. It just goes to prove 
how important knowledge of the 
moves is in this sport.” 

Russian martial arts expert and 
Olympic judo gold medalist Shoto 
Chochoshivili tumed in the most 
impressive and shocking perfor- 
mance of the night. Shoto defeat- 
ed martial arts champion Antonio 
Inoki in a special 10-round match 
(each round lasted three minutes). 
Shoto used an armbar to crack 
Inoki’s arm in round two, then put 
him away in round five with a se- 
ries of judo-style suplexes to earn 
the victory and a sports car. 

‘The real story there, however, 
was the way Inoki kept on fight- 
ing, Thesz said. ““He had a bro- 
ken arm, he must have been in 
enormous pain, but he just kept 
on fighting. Pride kept him going. 
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Shoto Chochoshivili, a Russian judo champlon, def 
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eats Antonlo Inok Jn a special match at 


the Egg Dome In Tokyo. The Russian had no prior pro wrestling expenence. 


Just raw pride.” 

‘| didn’t want to get beaten by 
a Russian,” Inoki said through an 
interpreter. “J knew that my coun- 
try’s pride was at stake, but 
there’s na shame in losing to a 
wrestler like Chochoshivilil. He's 
one of the greatest I've ever 
faced.” 

Two Soviets—Vladimir Berkovich 


and Victor Zangiev—competed in a 
tourmment for the vacated Interna- 
tional Grand Prix heavyweight ti- 
tle. In the first round, Tatsumi 
Fujinami of Japan beat Berkovich, 
then Zangiev used a sleeperhold 
to put away Buzz Sawyer of the 
U.S. In the second round, Shiny 
Hashimoto of Japan forced 

(Continued on page 58) 





THE VIDEOTAPE EVENT 
sey OF THE vEAR! 








4 _ JAPANESE WOMEN'S po WRESTLING | 
é a i You've heard about them . ou’ve read oe : 
4 =, * -Y : | 
vy ee) = about them... now you can see them for re 


yourselfl Japanese women wrestlers are 
among the most agile, athletic, 
acrobatic—and vicious—compelitors in 
the entire mat world. Now, two 
sensational videotapes bring the dynamic 
action of Japanese women’s wrestling | | 
into your own home! et | rn NE, ety 


Sample The at (A we Als 
Excitement! 
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anne. = Jaguar Yokota, The Crush Girls, 

™@ 7D | lb. am td) Devil Masami, The Jumping Bomb 

ay 4 ellie = Angels, Dump Matsumoto—these 
are the legends of Japanese 

women’s wrestling. They're all here, 


Slant-Eyed Slaughter and more—including American 
(running Umo; upproximatety 70 minutes) superstar Wendi Richter. These 
® Wendi Fichter & ‘Devil’ Masami vs. matches, direct from Japanese : _— 
Ayumi "Jumbo" Hori & Okumura television, include the kind of action | Riot Of The Rising Sun 


(funaing time: approalmataty 70 minutes) 
® Yukari Omon & Ayumi *Jumdo” Hori 
vs. Nonyo Tateno & lItysuki Yamasaki— 


® Nancy Kumi vs. Lucy Kayama 
® Monster Ripper & “'Devil'’ Masami 
vs. Ayumi “Jumbo” Hon & Mimi 


that, until now, only Satellite dish 
owners or Japanese fans could 


Hagnwara enjoy. These tapes are certain to “The Jumping Bomb Angels" 

@ “Jaguar” Rimi Yokota vs. Tarantula become valued collectors’ items. @ Masked You & Kaoru "Oump” 

® “Crush Girl” Lioness Asuka vs. They include cornplete matches, not | Matsumoto vs. Lioness Asuka & 
“Crush Girl” Chigusa Nagayo match excerpts! Chigusa Nagayo—‘’The Crush Girls” 





@ ‘Jaguar’ Rimi Yokota vs. Las Galactia 
@ “Jaguar” Rimi Yokota vs. “Devil” 


Special Magazine Offer: Masami 
In the past, you might have expected to spend upwards of $59.95, 
$69.95, or more for tapes of this quality. But now, for a limited time only, 
you can order Slant-Eyed Slaughter anc Riot Of The Rising Sun for 
the special low price of only $29.95 each (plus $3.00 postage and 
handting). Witness all the 
excitement and thrills of Japanese 
women's wrestling—in your own 
home. 


ee, ee eee fee eee Oe 
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Make check or money order payable and send to: 
TV SPORTS 

BOX 48 

ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 PLEASE RUSH ME: 


| am enclosing $32.95 ($29.95 plus $3.00 postage (| Stant-Eyed Slaughter 


ano handling) -U.S. FUNDS ONLY- {or each tape = Pacis a — aie 


| 

| 

| 
SPECIAL NOTE: These tapes, distributed by | 
Powerspons Video in association with Amercan | 
Video, are being sold exclusively for a limited | 
| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 


{am Ordering. 
lime only in the United States by T.V. Sports. 
Both tapes include English play-by-play Name: 
commentary recorded alongside the onginal — 
Japanese commentary and crowd noise. While Address: 
the English commentary is poor, the action level 
and match quality of these bouts more than 2 ee i A 6 


makes up for il. We're convinced you'll be For all orders except U.S. and Canada, you must acd $2.00 for each tape ordered for boat mul, and $1.00 tor each tape 


ordered for aur mad U_S. funds only. Ploase adic 3-1 weeks for delneary. 


completely satisfied by these programs. 
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lex Luger: “Ever since | won back the 
U.S. title, 1 feel I’ve firmly entrenched 
myself as the number-one contender 
to the World belt. | deserve all the 
accolades that have come my way. | 
have to laugh at a sleaze like Michael 
Hayes, who thinks he’s such a cool 
guy because he turned against me 
during a tag match. The fact is, he 
didn’t prove a thing. | whipped his 
sorry buft all across the country and 
now he doesn’t took like such a fear- 
some Freebird.” 


= oo 7 
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Paul £ Dangerously: ’Where’s Jim 
Cornette? Where is he? Have you seen 
him? | Know | haven't. Do you know 
why you haven’t seen him? One word: 
fear. Oh, sure, he'll feed you all this 
bull about how his heart isn’t in man- 
aging anymore and Bobby Eaton has 
to recover from his injuries and Stan 
Lane needs a rest. But the reason he’s 
gone is simply that he’s afraid of Paut 
E. Dangerously, and his men are afraid 
of my Samoan Swat Team. Got that? 
Good. Now go do your homework.” 
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Rick Steiner: “Okay, my tura now. Boy, 
| sure am lucky to have Eddie Gilbert 
as my pariner, aren't |? See, when me 
and Eddie won these U.S. tag belts, 
that meant | wasn’t a dummy any- 
more. Well, even before that | wasn’t a 
dummy, but now [’m even more not a 
dummy. Something like that. Well, Ed- 
die and Missy tell me there’s gonna be 
a lot more surprises coming up. | love 
surprises. | had a surprise birthday par- 
Mi once, but Spike ate the candles off 
the cake.” 





Sting: “Oh, man, this TV title belt feeis 
so good around my waist, like it be 
longs there. They may call this the 
number-three title in the NWA, but 
that’s all right with me. A lot of great 
wrestlers have held this belt, and a lot 
of greats are gonna try to take it from 
me, (’m ready for the challenge. I'll 
wrestle anybody the NWA tells me to, 
even my friends. That way, nobody 
can say I’m ducking a fight. Just sign 
{he contract and show up, pal. 
Owwwwww" 









Tom Zenk: “So Rick Martel is a rule 
breaker now, huh? That shouldn’t sur- 
prise anyone. When we split up a cou- 
ple of years back, | told everybody 
what an egomaniac he is, but they 
wanted to believe he was some kind 
of Boy Scout. Now you're all finding 
out the truth. | just feel sorry for Tito 
Santana for putting his trust in Martel, 
Martel is going to find out soon what 
it feels like when all the fans are 
against you.” 


=i, T J = Se 


Steve Willams: “Me and Mike Rotundo 
got sick of hearing how great The 
Road Warriors are. We got tired of 
hearing that Hawk and Animal are the 
roughest guys in wrestling. That’s why 
we're the World tag team champions 
today. All that garbage we heard got 
us fired up. We knew that with Kevin 
Sullivan in our comer, we didn’t have 
to worry about Paul Ellering. | don’t 
wanna hear another word about how 
the Warriors were robbed. They 
weren‘tt” 











Ken Patera: “Winning the AWA World 
lag team title with Brad Rheingans has 
been a sort of vindication for me. A lot 
af people were saying that Ken Patera 
didn’t have it in him to win a major 
tile again. They said | was too old and 
(oo slow, Needless to say, | proved 
them wrong. And | couldn’t have 
asked for a finer partner. Brad is an 
absolute technical master. He’s taught 
a lot of these kids how to wrestle, but 
he obviously hasn’t taught them a// he 
knows!” 








Brickhouse Brown: ‘Yeah, that’s all any- 
body ever said. It was ’Isn’t Brickhouse 
such a nice guy?’ and ‘Brickhouse 
would never turn his back on his 
friends.’ Words, that’s alf they were. 
Yeah, and | didn’t have any titles, ei- 
ther. But | wised up. | got me a man- 
ager. Gen. Skandor Akbar, one of the 
Smartest Men around. Then | got a 
great partner in Iceman Parsons. The 
three of us are not to be messed with 
at all. Don’t get in our way.” 
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Jerry Lawler: "The AWA may have 
been classless enough to strip me of 
their cheap and tawdry belt, but the 
real fans know 1’m still the champ. 
Give me one match against Zbyszko— 
just one—and 1'Il take that title nght 
back. As it stands now, | don’t even 
consider it a legitimate world champi- 
onship. On the other hand, a {ot of 
folks in World Class hate my guts, but 
they respect me as their champion. 
That’s the way it should be. Take note, 
AWA.” 


% i 


Fric Embry: ‘Texas champion Eric Em- 
bry, to be exact. A title won from Mr. 
Gary Young, who thought he’d run 
me out of town a few months back. 
But you see, Mr. Young, | have 
friends, friends who will stick behind 
me through good and bad. People like 
Percy Pringle, who started the petition 
to get me back in World Class. Thou- 
sands of fans from around the world 
rallied to my cause. But you, Gary 
Young, have only the crooked, devious 
Akbar on your side.” 





eg % Ag i. W Ss 
Kerry Von Erich: “You know, I’ve even 
amazed myself how I’ve been able to 
come back from all my injuries and 
continue wrestling at such a high level. 
| always thought that I’d have to 
spend most of my time in tag match- 
es, but | can still stand on my own in 
that ring. I’m really proud of that. Ask 
Jerry Lawler if I’m still a formidable 
opponent. S’ve won a lot of titles and 
there are a lot more to win, and | 
know it’s not impossible.” 


Derrick Dukes: “I’m just getting started 
here in the AWA, but ! already feel 
like I've accomplished a lot. My wres- 
tling improves every day. It won't be 
long before I’m a serious contender 
for the World title and that TV belt. 
Greg Gagne may be the TV champ— 
and he’s a good friend of mine—but if 
the opportunity comes, I’ve got to 
jump at it. | know he understands 
that. He’s been a top man around 
here for a long time, but I’m not going 
anywhere just yet.” et 
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Every issue, Wrestling Superstars will examine a different hold or 
maneuver, analyzing its effectiveness in the best way possible—by 
allowing the wrestler who uses it to explain it in his own words. These are 
potentially dangerous and crippling moves and should be left to the pro 
rings—don’t try these at home! 


THE SUPERPLEX 











By Bob Orton 


HETHER IT’S THE AWA, WWF, NWA, or 

Japan, the mere mention of the name ‘‘Bob 
Orton’’ always stnkes fear in the hearts of potential oppo- 
nents. Why? Because I’ve invented a finishing maneuver 
So devastating and so deadly that absolutcly nobody can 
beal me. It’s my superplex, and the only thing | don’t like 
about it is that so many guys have tned to copy it over 
ihe past few years. 

They say imitation is the sincerest form of flattery, but 
In this case those young punks can’t come closc to stealing 
my thunder. Too many guys are trying to superplex their 
opponents in the middle of matches, and that’s insane. 
The key to this hold, like it is with so many finishing 
maneuvers, 1s thal your Opponent must be wom down to 
a prcal degree. You can’t jusi get a guy to sit on the top 
rope and wait for you to suplex him. He’s got to be out 
in Icft field before the hold can be properly executed. 

And that’s exactly the. way I like it. After pummeling 
my worthless foe, { usually deliver a couple of shots to 
the head before helping him up to a sitting position on 
(he ropes. Next, | lock his head with my left arm while 
using my mght arm to hoist him up. Then, as the coup de 
grace, | not only fall back, but jump back. With the 
leverave 1 achieve, the guy docs almost a complete 360 
degree flip before he hits the mat at about 40 miles per 
hour, 

So let the young wrestlers try to emulate me. They 
couldi’t find a better role model. And just you wait and 
see what happens when [ do it to that no-good Dick 
Murdoch. They’ll be scraping his red neck off the canvas 
for weeks. CO 











Many wrestlers include the superplex in 
their repertoires, but none execute it bet- 
ler than Bob Orton, who popularized the 
maneuver. 
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“HOGAN & 
STEAMBOAT 








FLAIR 


COMPARING THE COMBATANTS © 


HULK HOGAN & RICK STEAMBOAT 


1 Hulk Hogan stands 6’8” and weighs 302 pounds ... In his 10th year as a aro 


The second two-time WWE champ in. history, having defeated The Iron Sheik < on 
January 23, 1984, and Randy Savage on April 2, 1989 . . Voted Wrestler of the 
Year in 1987, Inspirational Wrestler of the Year in 1983, and Most Popular Wrestler 


1 of the Year j in 1985 ... Three best moves: legdrop, running clothesline, elbowdrop 
NOG, if 


st _stenath strength and will to win ... Biggest weakness: 


pre) 


Rick Steamboat Stands 6'1”" and weighs 238 pounds... In his 13th. year as a pro 


Captured NWA World title from Ric Flair on February 20, 1989 ... Voted | 


: Rookie of the Year in 1977; Intercontinental title victory over. Randy Savage in 1987 . 
‘voted Match of the Year ... Three best moves: flying bodypress, karate cross- 
thrust, double chicken wing . , Biggest strength: thorough knowledge of moves and 
counters . . Biggest weakness: Jack of killer instinct. 


RIC FLAIR & RANDY SAVAGE 


Ric Flair stands 6'1” and weighs 243 pounds ... In his 16th year as pro ... A five- 


time NWA World champion ... Voted Wrestler of the Year in 1981, 1984, 1985, 


| and 1986: Rookie of the Year i in 1975; and Most Hated Wrestler of the Year in 1978 


and 1987 ... Three best moves: fi igure-four leglock, kneedrop, karate cross-thrust 
. Biggest strenath: stamina ... Biggest weakness: takes too much punishment. 
Randy Savage stands 6'112"" and. weighs 245 pounds ... In his 15th year as pro. 
. Held the WWF World title from March 27, 1988, until April 2, 1989 ... Voted 


7 Wrestler of the Year and Most Popular Wrestler of the Year in 1988, ‘and battled 
Rick Steamboat in 1987’s Match of the Year ... Three best. moves: flying axhandle, | 


flying” SSR) flying kneedrop - . _ Biggest strength: combination Of power and 
speed . . Biggest weakness: takes too many foolish risks. | 








HE NIGHT HULK HOGAN and Rick Steamboat 

met Randy Savage and Ric Flair in combat made 
history in a curious, poignant, and indefinable way, as 
only a popular song or a fight can do in America. If 
immediately attained the status of legend, linking the four 
protagonists forever in the flash of history. Though their 
combined achievements were prodigious, they would best 
be remembered for this night, an evening of sublime 


violence and brutal science. Three of the four men in the 
ring tonight would never wrestle again. The other, though 
unharmed physically, would never match his previous ning 
mastery. The fans—all 95,000 of them~~wo1dd leave the 
Rose Bow! somewhat diminished by the expenence: They 
had viewed, through fearful eyes, the greatest match in 
ring history. Hereafter, all bouts would seem 
anticlimacte. 


In each issue, Wrestling S ; 





will present a 


sensational Dream Match, a spectacular battle Bioivins the sport’s 
greatest athletes. It’s unlikely this match will ever happen 
anywhere—except in the pages of this magazine and the arena of your 


MATCH MADE IN HEAVEN 


There are those matches, in order to 
be great, that require the vision of a 
matchmaker or the vagaries of fate. 
These matchups are not obvious and 
need a slight nudge. 

The historic fight between Antonio 
Inoki and Andre the Giant, for exam- 
ple, owes its existence to faic: Inoki 
was en route to a funeral in Kansas 
City, of all places. Andre passed him 
in the airport. Heated words were ex- 
changed concerning an ancient debt. 
Andre punched the Japanese legend 
onto the revolving baggage return. 
Two weeks later, 75,000 fans piled into 
Arrowhead Stadium to watch the two 
giants fight again. 

Then there are matches that require 
no introduction, encounters that ap- 
pear suddenly and abruptly, as if or- 
dained a millennium ago. This is the 
story of such an encounter, 


THE BAD GUYS 


Not long after both men dropped 
their utle belts, Ric Flair and Randy 
Savage found themselves on the same 
New York-lo-Hawai non-stop flight. 
Savage was meeting up with his father, 
former wrestling great Angelo Poffo, 
for a brief vacation and series of strat- 
egy talks. Flair was visiting onc of the 


own. imagination! 





lt took a twist of fate for Andre the Glant to meet Japanese legend Antonio [noki In 1974. It 
would be a similar chance meeting that would cause Ric Flalr and Randy Savage to meet. 


half-dozen residences scattered around 
the world he calls home. 

Because of the unusual turn of 
events in the rng (Savage's loss to 
Hulk Hogan, Flair’s defeat at the 
hands of Rick Steamboat), the fwo 
were not at a loss for something to 
(alk about. After the amenities, Savage 
said to Flair, ‘‘It’s still a blur. The title 
is gone, Elizabeth’s gone, I can’t be- 
lieve it. The whole thing happened so 


quickly. That $%#& Hogan! I hate 
that scum.’ 

Flair, whose career, it seemed, con- 
sisted entirely of great tnumphs and 
despair, apreed. ‘‘You never get used 
to losing the belt,’ he said. “After a 
while it becomes part of you. You feel 
like you own it. And you want to kill 
the man that takes it from you.” 

“What do you think losing the title 
costs?”? Savage asked the five-time 
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World title (below). In this tag match, they would ply their skills without a manager. 


NWA champ, a millionaire more times 
over than Savage could possibly 
imagine. 

Flair weighed his answer carefully. 
So long had it been since money moti- 
vated Ric Flair that the question 
seemed crass and irrelevant. But not, 
Flair reasoned, unexpected from a one- 
time champion accustomed to the 
enormous financial bonanza a world 
championship belt can reap. It became 
suddenly important to befmend Savage, 
whom Flair had hardly known despite 
their mutual fame and notonety. 

Situng comfortably in first class, 
savage’s bilter tirade against Hogan 
struck a chord in Flair. Something was 
happening here, he decided, something 
that was bigger than both of them. 
The veteran, attuned to such things, 
could feel fate ready itself for a spec- 
tacular roll. He would listen carefully. 


THE GOOD GUYS 


Recalling his days in the WWF, 
when the title shot he coveted loomed 
as impossible as a jaunt through the 
canals of Mars, Rick Steamboat took a 
long slug of Evian water and poured 
the rest of the bottle over the head of 
Hulk Hogan. Hogan feigned surprise; 
but before he could retaliate, Magic 
16 
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Johnson and Wayne Gretzky grabbed 
his massive arms. 

“Tay a hand on him, Hogan, and 
Yll make you regret it forever,’’ the 
170-pound Gretsky deadpanned. 

The world’s greatest sportsmen were 
in ‘Venice Beach, California, accepting 
the awards and accolades and automo- 
biles eamed from a year of distin- 
euished achievement. The Hogan and 
Steamboat families rented a sprawling 
beachfront mansion on the Venice 
shoreline for the week’s activities. 
Steamboat and Hogan pranced about 





southern California like small children, 
becoming closer as their children 
played in the warm sand and their 
wives swapped recipes. Life, as the 
saying goes, was good. 
BAD TALK 

“We need them,” Savage conceded. 
The two ex-<champions sat tn_Flair’s 
trophy roomy, surrounded by glistening 
(estaments to Flair’s enormous abilives. 
“Without them, we're just like the rest 
of the crowd: no better than a pair of 
prelim bums. We need them, Flair, 
dammit.” 

Flair stroked a four-foot replica of 
himself, commissioned by the NWA in 
recognition of his fifth NWA title vic- 


tory. “You got it all wrong, 
‘Macho,’ ”’ he said calmly. “They 
need ts.” 


Savage shot him a puzzled glance. 
But Flair was right. 
Oh, how right he was: 





Rick Steamboat ponders the risk of this un- 
precedented {ag team match. He and Hogan 
realzed the bout was Important. 





MATCH TALK 


If you wonder what could possibly 
trouble two world champions as they 
sipped niuneral water on a cliff over- 
looking the Pacific Ocean, it is this: 

‘There’s no action in the WWE,” 
champion number one says. “‘Once 
Savage left, there wasn’t anyone 
around to pick up his slack—no one to 
generate any excitement. Crowds are 
still there, but I’m not focused, not 
excited.” 

(Continued on page 18) 
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Save 43% Off The Regular 
Newsstand Price! 


Your Savings in ordering a combination subscription to Inside Wrestling and 
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Champion number two replies: “I 
know exactly what you mean. The 
NWA matches me against fan favorites 
(Hogan smiles at the obvious dig), so 
Y’ve wrestled Sting and Luger, but 
there isn’t anyone like Flair. As great 
as he 15, no one thought hjs absence 
would have the impact it has.” 

Steamboat paused, surprised by his 


statement. “Y’know something, 
‘Hulkster,’ ”’ he said, ‘I think we need 
those guys.” 


The two champions lapsed into si- 
lence. Fate hung heavy in the air, hav- 
ing traveled across the Pacific. 
_____MATCH MADE 5 

‘Usilizing the marvels of cellular saith 
nology, Hogan and Steamboat confer- 
ence-called Savage and Flair as they 
drove past magnificent Malibu estates. 
The conversation began with Hogan 
saying: ‘Hey, you two stiffs, what the 
hell are you doing?” It ended with the 
sound of Ric Flair’s voice, suggesting, 
‘You two oafs should take a look at 
my place in Malibu. Jt has a pool built 
into the sand.’ F sa ba were sais 
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It was an niraadinace proposition: 
a  best-of-three-falls, winner-take-all, 
no-+lisqualification tag team match. 

Vince McMahon and Ted Turner 
quickly sanctioned the match, eager at 
a cut of the estimated $200-million in 
gate receipts. Both men agreed it was 
the easiest megamatch they had ever 
presented. The Rose Bowl in Pasade- 
na, California, sold out in 45 minutes. 
Like most dream matches, it complete- 
ly captured the imagination of wres- 
tling fans and reporters throughout the 
world. 
t 


In this case, the usual (ransition 
paragraph Is gratuitous and umneces- 
sary. Yes, the four men trained, and 
trained hard. Yes, they lost themselves 
in private islands of thought. But the 
essenoal detail is that they wrestled. 
Let us not hnger in unimportant 
places. 
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DREAM MATCH 


(Continued from page 16) 
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Vince McMahon teamed with Ted Tumer to sanction the gt team ‘setae A gate of 


$200-milllon was estimated. 


Sagi = ACTION 2 


“The fans j in the upper reaches oT the 
Rosé Bowl saw the eddies in the crowd 
as the wrestlers and their handlers 
came toward the rng, then heard the 
preat roar that rose and mounted as 


—-" dates tecesbiaic 


they climbed through the ropes. There 
was something ternfic in the sight of 
Flair, Hogan, Savage, and Steamboat 
standing together in the ring. Over all 
the roar and tumult of the mighty 
crowd, one could feel the currents of 

(Continued on page 20) 





The match would bring together Steamboat (left) and Savage (right), who had not wrestled 
each other In more than a year. It would also mark the first time Flair and Hogan had ever 
mat in the squared circle, 
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Three Great Magazines Bring You 36 Issues Of Wrestling Action And Excitement Every Year! 


PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED (rubisned monty) 


The acknowledged leader in wrestling journalism, Pro Wrestling illustrated is packed with exciting 
stories and action photas. Each issue brings you all the latest news of the wrestling word, and the 
annual ‘Year-End Awards Issue" provides a unique and incisive view of the past 12 months, plus a 
chance for you to voice your opinions on the year's top wresilers and achievements in our special 
fan poll. 
Special Features In PWT: Each issue contains a spectacular FULL-COLOR centerfold, plus 
career biography, of one of wrestling’s biggest stars... Each 
issue’s "Press Conference” brings you a probing interview with _— 
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..." Wrestling Enquirer’ brings you the up-to-the-minute news as Ke \ er 
\e Vee See. 
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Special Features in inside Wrestling: The famous ‘Hotseat” interview, an exclusive discussion 
with one of wrestling's top stars .. . “One on One,” in which two archrivals meet to voice their 
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ihe most comprehensive championship directory available anywhere . .. Award-winning columns 
from the best wrestling writers In the world . . . "Where Are They Now?" updates the whereabouts 
of four top wrestlers . . . “Capsule Profile” provides a min-biography plus full-page pinup of a major 
mat Star... Aff this and more—eévery month! 

THE MAGAZINE THAT RIPS THE LID OFF PRO WARESTLING 


THE WRESTLER (eusishea month) 
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major matches coast {to coast . . . “Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down" tells you who in wrestling deserves 
praise and who deserves abuse... Each issue coniains an exclusiva '‘O & A” interview with one 
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every issue... “You Asked Us” allows your favorite wrestlers a chance to answer YOUR 
questions . . . “Beyond The Squared Circle,"’ a bimonthly feature, offers exclusive candid photos of 
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savagery and nervous tension. They'd 
been in countless battles before, they 
had fought their Starreades and 
WrestleMamnias, but those wars counted 
little tonight. 

Certainly, with all the skills and 
techniques the participants possessed, 
this would be a battle of wits and 
Strategy, of cunning and deception, 
spiced with power. After all, Savage, 
Steamboat, and Flair accounted for 
three of the greatest scienufic masters 
in wrestling history. Surely, the critics 
surmised, tomeght would be a demon- 
stration of unprecedented technical 
prowess. 

How wrong the critics were! There 
was no crafty demonstration of skul 
and strategy. It became a battle of 
four wild animals, each bent on the 
annihilation of the other, by any 
means, by any method, in the shortest 
tune. The match would Jast one hour 
and )5 minutes. 

The men were called into the center 
of the ring to receive their last instruc- 
tions. Flair came out stolidly, every 
inch a champion, his robe stretched 
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DREAM MATCH 
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gallantly across his shoulders, his great 
coarse shock of hair shining as he 
stood and glowered. His manicured 
fingernails shone in the blinding ring 
lights. He had been well-named. 





Savage could not be still. As he lis- 
tened to referee Dick Kroll bark tn- 
structions, he fidgeted nervously and 
kept his head down and a little to one 
side, not meeting the sullen and stolid 
glares of his opponents. 

By comparison, Hogan and Steam- 
boat appeared at ease, their demeanors 
calm and unruffled. At one pojat, they 
bounced fists off each other’s shoul- 
ders, their locked eyes glazed in fierce 
concentration. That concentration was 
broken by the bell—and a doubie- 
dropkick by their opponents that sent 
them over the ropes and into the press 
section. 

It had begun! 

What finally remained most vivid, in 
that kaleidoscopic whirl of violent im- 
ages, was the memory of Steamboat’s 
black and bobbing head, his teeth 
bared in a prin of passion, the incredi- 
ble speed and power of his sledgeham- 
mer fists, and the sound of blows that 
moved so swiftly that the eye could not 
perceive them. He was like a human 
riveung machine. Over the terrific roar 

(Continued on page 62) 
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up the latest issue of SPORTS REVIEW WRES- 
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12 issues of SPORTS REVIEW WRESTLING sent 
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SPORTS REVIEW WRESTLING 


the entire wrestling scane make SPORTS REVIEW 
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TOM ZENK 





— 
Tom Zenk dropkicks 
World title and a fine tag team wrestler. 
OR FOUR YEARS, he’s been 
considered one of the brightest 
prospects in the sport. On a cold Feb- 
ruary 7 nighi in St. Paul, Minnesota, il 
looked as if Tom Zenk was about to 
fulfill his potential and become a world 
champion for the first time. 

Zenk had dominated Larry Zbyszko 
for several minutes, and had the for- 
mer Western States champion slumped 
against the ring ropes during a battle 


22 


Larry Zbyszko. Zenk Is one of the top challengers to Zbyszko's AWA 
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royal to determine the new AWA 
World champion. Zbyseko and Zenk 
were the last two men in the ring, and 
the majority of the crowd was pulling 
for the handsome young Minneapolis 
native to brine home the gold. 

But tf was not to be. Zenk atfempt- 
ed a flying bodypress as Zbyszko stag- 
gered avainst the strands, but the sily 
veteran caught Zenk and sent him fly- 
ing over the top rope. Zbyszko would 


be handed the AWA World belt mo- 
ments later. 

To Zenk’s credit, he refused to com- 
plain about the loss, even though refer- 
ee Gary DeRusha was knocked out 
when he had Zbyszko pinned just a 
few minutes earlier. Instead, Zenk took 
stock of himself and scheduled a tour 
of Japan, where he would face some 
of the finest lalent in the Onent. After 
a string of solid victories there, Zenk is 
now back in the AWA, and his goal ts 
fo succeed against Zbystko where he 
had failed before. But will Zenk stay 
in the AWA long enough to get the 
job done? 

During the past severul years, Zenk 
has been one of the sport’s most elu- 
sive competitors. Two years ago, he 
formed one of the finest fag teams 
anywhere, The Can-Am Connection, 
wilh Rick Martel. But he left the 
WWF just as they were about to chal- 
lenge for the World tag team title, Fol- 
lowing that, he wrestled in the AWA, 
Pacific Northwest, and in Japan, but 
he didn’t stay in any one place long 
enough {o establish himself as a 
contender, 

All that has changed now. Buoyed 
by several impressive showings tn Ja- 
pan, Zenk’s stock has never been high- 
er. Now, he claims he won't leave the 
AWA until he has the World title belt 
firmly around his waist. Assistant Edi- 
for Bob Smith spoke with Zenk al the 
wrestler’s nome in Minnesota, where 
Zenk spoke candidly about his future 
plans. 





WRESTLING SUPERSTARS: 


Tom, it’s great to see you wres- 
tling in the AWA again, but 
where will you be tomorrow? 
You’ve got to be the hardest man 
in wrestling to keep track of, with 
the possible exception of Bam 
Bam Bigelow, of course. 


TOM ZENK: 


WS: 


TZ: 


Oh, haven't you heard? I’m 
teaming with Bigelow tomorrow 
night in Florida (laughs). Hey, 
I'm only kidding. I guess it is true 
(hat I’ve developed a reputaHon 
as a man who doesn’t stay in one 
place for very long, and | don’t 
have a real answer for it. It was 
the same way when I was 
teaming with Rick Martel back in 
87. For mouths, we struggled fo 
gain acceptance as the number- 
One contenders to the WWF 
World tag team title, which was 
beld by Bret Hart and Jim 
Neidhart back then. 

But soon after you left, Martel 
and Tito Santana won the title 
from Hart and Neidhart. In retro- 
spect, do you feel you left the 
WWE a bit prematurely? 

Not at all. Do you see what Mar- 
tel has been up to lately? Who 
would have dreamed in a thou- 
sand years that one of the preat 
scientific wrestlers of our Gme— 
and a former AWA World cham- 
pion—would hire a devious man 
hke Slick fo be his manager? I 
don’t mind telling you, I had 
some differences of opinion witb 
Martel back then, and now he’s 
showing the whole world his (rue 
colors. If you ask me, I got out 
of that tag team at fhe right time. 
Al least be didn’t have the oppor- 
tunity {o turn against me the way 
he did against Tito. 


WS: But still, you continue to move all 


TZ: 
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over the place, After you barely 
lost that battle royal to Larry 
Zbyszko, you lefi the AWA to go 
to Japan. Are you finally going to 
stick around this time? 

Yeah, I am. Really! The reason | 
went to Japan is because I wanted 
to fake on the best competition I 
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could find, and right now the On- 
ent is Ioaded with wrestlers, and a 
lot of American ones, foo, [ need- 
ed to find out if 1 had what it 
takes to become a champion. Af- 
ter that battle royal, J became 
overwhelmed by a feeling I’ve 
never had before. ven though I 
lost, | was brimming with confi- 
dence and raring to get another 
idle shot. Before I did, though, } 
wanted to make sure I could cut 


(he mustard, and that Japanese 
excursion really has me ready to 
rumble. 








Zenk shoulderblocks Zbyszko. Zenk says 
that If he’s golng to win the belt from Zbys- 


ZKO, 


he has to do it soon. 


WS: It’s not hard to see why. I caught 


TZ: 


a glimpse of a tape of a match 
you had in Apnil at the Korauken 
Hall in Tokyo against Isao 
Takagi. It was one of the harder- 
fought bouts I’ve seen this year, 
but you managed to catch him 
with a flying bodypress for the 
VICLOLY. 

That’s ight. Takagi gave me the 
match of 2 lifelime, and I came 
oul on fop. That’s why I don’t 
thick there’s another man in wres- 
(ling who can pi me night now. 
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Of course, Zbyszko feels the same 
way about himself. And he seems 
more arrogant than ever, since 
winning the World title. 
I’m sure he does, but he has a 
false sense of security. He thinks 
thaf all it will take is one swipe 
with his guochakus to knock me 
out of title contention, but he’s 
got another think coming, I assure 
you. Frankly, I think it’s prime 
time jn the AWA, becasue Zbys- 
zko jis the weakest champion any 
major federation has had in years. 
He only defends his belt as often 
as he has to, and he usually relies 
on disqualifications and countouts 
to get out of jams. He’s a 17-year 
veteran now, but I’m just entering 
my prune after wrestling profes- 
sionally for five years. If I’m ever 
going to beat him, it’s gof to be 
right now. 
Right now, though, the AWA has 
signed you to a series of matches 
against Don Muraco. The new 
AWA president, Joe Blanchard, 
says that whichever of you wins 
those matches will be the new 
number-one contender to Larry’s 
crown. 
That's fine by me. Like I said 
before, I’ve got to beat the best if 
I’m going to be the best. Muraco 
is truly one of wrestling’s all-time 
greats, but, like Zbyszko, he’s an- 
Other veteran. It’s time for fhe 
new breed to nse to the top in the 
AWA. 
What do you think of the ap- 
pointment of Blanchard as AWA 
president? 
Well, from what [I bear, Mr. 
Blanchard is a fair and honest 
man, and that’s more than you 
can say for bis kid, Tully (daugéts). 
The former president, Stanley 
Blackbum, was getting (to be 
known as the king of the disputed 
decision, if you know what I 
mean, so I’m sure this is a step in 
the right direction. It would be 
nice (o know that if any kind of 
controversy flares up when I’m 
wrestling for the title that some 
(Continued on page 60) 


ON SALE NOW! 


A Very SPECIAL EDITION of 


WiESen 


In addition fo all our regular features 
the August 1989 edition of THE WRESTLER 
will feature A BONUS FULL-COLOR SECTION 
highlighting all the action and drama of: 
THE WWFEF’S WRESTLEMANIA V in 


ATLANTIC CITY 


THE NWA’S RAGIN’ CAJUN CLASH 
in NEW ORLEANS 
Plus, THE WRESTLER’S staff of reporters will 


analyze these two cards in depth and chart their 
future effects on the wrestling world 


IT’S A VERY SPECIAL EDITION YOU WON'T WANT TO MISS 
GET YOUR COPY EARLY TO AVOID 
A NEWSSTAND SELLOUT 


THE BEST KEEPS GETTING BETTER—BECAUSE WE KNOW YOU 
WON'T SETTLE FOR ANYTHING LESS! 









— THE ROAD WARRIORS 


WHAT IS HOLDING BACK 
THE WORLD'S GR 








There isn’t a tag team in the world more powerful and more 
feared than Hawk and Animal. And there isn’t a top tag team in 
the world that’s had less success over the past five years. 
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HEY ARE THE world’s biggest 

bridesmaids. At a combined 
weight of 562 pounds—most of it sol- 
idly packed muscle upon muscle— 
you'd never think that The Road War- 
riors have experienced more disap- 
pointment than joy since debuting in 
the NWA six years ago. 

And you'd never think that after all 
this time, and all these disappoint- 
ments, Hawk and Animal are still con- 
sidered to be the world’s greatest tag 
team. 

_ So whats holdmg them back? 

What's keeping them from winning the 


NWA World championship, snapping 
those belts around their waists, and 
never giving them back? If you an- 
swered, ‘’Teddy Long,” you're only par- 
ally nght. The rest of the answer— 
provided by some of the world's great- 
est lag team experts—is a bit more 
complicated. 

For example, there’s the explanation 
offered by Jim Comette, manager of 
The Midnight Express. “They're too 


By Dave Rosenbaum 
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Hawk Is at a decided disadvantage against Mike Ro 
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ill retaliate 


against the Varsity Club member with a flying shoulderblock (left). With Animal out of 
commission, Hawk targets Rotunclo's partner, Steve Wiillams (below). 


a 


big for their own good,” Comette said. 
“When we got nd of [Dennis] Condrey, 
1 didn’t go looking for some monster 
musclehead to replace him. This game 
is won on finesse, baby, and there 
comes a time when you just gotta slow 
it down and use your heads. The War- 
nors can't do that.” 

Comette’s statement has some valid- 
ity. Hawk and Animal usually start a 
match by making a fearsome charge at 


<i 


the ring—and their opponents—in an 
attempt to end it early. If they fail, 
their tactics don’t change: [ts always 
full speed ahead and never a step 
backward. The Legion of Doom de- 
pends entrely on their power game; 
some opponents can withstand rt, 
some can’t 

“But if you're a veteran tag team, 
and you've been through the wringer a 
few Gmes, it doesn’t take much more 
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to handle what the Wamiors do,” said 
former NWA World heavyweight 
champ Jack Brisco, who also held the 
NWA World fag team tite with his 
brother, Jerry. “There’s a very large 
fear factor invo\ved when you wrestle 
the Wamors, you're afraid they're go- 
ing to tear you to bits, they’re so big. 
But if you can withstand that first on- 
slaught—and many feams do because 
its not wrestling, i?s an ambush—you 
gain corfidence. You know you can 
take more punishment. And you know 
that they're cumming at you so fast, so 
powerlully, there has to be an opening 
somewhere.” 





That opening, however, is not al- 
ways easy to And, if it exists at all. 
Forget what Comette and Brisco said 
for a moment and remember that the 
Wamiors rarely get pinned. They lost 
the tag belts to Kevin Sullivan and 
Mike Rotundo only because of bad 
officiaung by Teddy Long. You'd have 
to go far back to find the Sast ime the 
Warrtors were cleanly pinned. 

Which leads, very simply, to the 
Warriors’ problem. They rarely get 
pinned, but they’re often disqualified. 

“Listen,” said manager Paul Eller- 
ing, “there's a certain price you pay 
when you go with our attack. Hawk 
and Animal are never in a position to 
get pinned, but sometimes things get a 
bit hairy and that’s what leads to the 
disqualifications. I'm willing to accept 
that, because when vou get nght down 
to it, our rato of pins to getting 
pinned is about 10,000 to one, and we 
all know how that one came about. [ 
28 
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Animal slams Michael Hayes (left) and H 
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awk follows up with an excruciating chinlock 


(above). Even though the Wamlors possess Incredible power, stamina, and killer instinct, 
ihelr title success has been extremely limited. 


think we've proved that finesse is 
overrated.” 

Maybe it’s simply a case of frusta- 
tion. When you expect to dominate, 
and are expected to dominate, then do 
dominate, but still come up empty, 
game plans change. The objective be- 
comes destroying opponenis, rather 
than beating them. And, of course, 
there’s the perception that the NWA 
has gone out of its way to deny ttle 
shots to the Warriors, a perception 
based on reality. 

“They have a gripe,” said Ole An- 
derson, who shared the World tag title 
with Gene Anderson back in 1982. 
“When Tully and Am were champs, it 
seemed as f The Rock ‘n’ Roll Ex- 
press got all the ttle shots. Then, 
when one of the fan favorite teams had 
the belts, the NWA bigwigs would say 
that they don’t promote fan favorite vs. 
fan favorite matches. And look at the 
situation in Japan a couple of vears 
ago. They almost got banned because 
the Japanese offtcials thought they 
were too good. That’s ndiculous!” 

In that case, however, the Wariors 
took thew frustration and cunverted it 
into gold—10 pounds of gold. Hawk 
and Animal won the All-Japan Interna- 
honal tag belts from Jumbo Tsuruta 
and Genichiro Tenryu on March 12, 


1987, in Tokyo, their first champion- 
ship smce 1985, when they held the 
AWA World tag ttle. But then, 15 
months later, they lost the belts to 
Tsuruta and = Yoshiaki Yatsu-—by 
disqualificalion. 

“The interestng part of that sttua- 
tion is that the nignt before, the War- 
riors pinned Tsuruta and Yatsu,” said 
correspondent Masanori) Munkam. 
“This is something the press here has 
tossecl around many times and | think 
i's true. Believe it or not, the Wamors 
wrestle differently when there’s a due 
on the line. Maybe they get too excit- 
ed. Maybe they choke.” 

Are they the world’s biggest choke 
artsis? Naturally, Hawk and Animal ve- 
hemently deny that they don’t put their 
best foot fonvard when the big money 
is on the Sine. 

“We won the first Crockett Cup and 
there was $]-million on the line that 
night,” growled Animal. 

‘When the big money’s on the line, 
that’s when somebody comes along 
and messes with us,” said Hawk. 

Whatever it is, one fact remains: As 
has usually been the case over the past 
five years, The Road Warriors have 
only one te. And that tide—“World’s 
Greatest Tag Team”—is in danger of 
slipping away. LC] 














Pro Wrestling Illustrated’s 


LORDS OF THE RING 


The first vinestling videotape ever is 8 power-packed hour of acton and 
excitement leatunng highlights from some of tha most memorable 
Matches and star-studded cards ever held. 


Some Of The Historic Matches You Will See: 

® Kerry Von Erich wins the NWA lille Irom Ric Flair 

@ Flic Flaw’s victory over Kerry in Iheir Japanese rematch 

®Aloddy Piper vs. Greg Valentine In a dog-<coltar match 

® Fic Flair regains tne NWA title from Harley Race in a bloody cage 
maich al "Starrcade ‘83° 

@The Aoad Warriors vs. The Fabulous Ones 

@The Von Erichs vs. The Freebuds 

® Juakyard Dog vs. The Missing Link 

@ Plus: A Tribute To David Von Ench; Comedian Andy Kaufman's 
match against Jerry Lawler, George Thorogooa's hard-rocking MTV 
video hit “Witic And The Hand Jive” 

@ All this, and much. much more. 


Suggested List Price: £69.95 
Special Magazine Offer: $39.95 (+ 5.00 postage & handling) 
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Make check of money order payable and send Io: 


TV SPORTS 
LORDS OF THE RING 
Save $15! 


BOX 48 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11575 
Please check whith format you want C1 VHS Oi Beta 





Please rush me ____s—s copies of Lords Of The Ring. | enclose 
$44.95 ($39.95 for the tape plus $5.00 postage & handling) -U.S. 
FUNDS ONLY- for each tape | am ordering. 
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Pro Wrestling Illustrated’s 


RINGMASTERS: 


THE GREAT AMERICAN BASH 


The tatest from the PWi video kbrary is an hour of action lram “The 
Great Amercan Bash”.—one of 1985's Cest cards. More than 30.000 
people filled Chanottc Staduim fo witness an evening of super wres- 
ting excitement. Order he tape today and reserve your nngside seat 
for the hoftes! tickel in wrestling. 


Tha Card At ‘The Great American Bash": 

eVain Event: Ric Claw vs. Nikita Kolol{ lor the NWA World tale 
@Thc Road Warricts vs. |lvan Koiott & Krusher Khrushchev 

@ Dusty Rhodes vs. Tully Blanchard (cage match) 

@ Magnum T.A. vs. Kamala 

@Jimmy Valiant vs Paul Jones 

@Ole & Arn Anderson vs. Buzz Sawyer & Dick Slater 

@ Buddy Landell vs. Ron Bass 

@Plus an aqutrageous six-man lag leam match 


Suggesied List Pnce: $59.95 
Special Magazine Offer: $39.95 (+ 5.00 pastage & handling) 


Make check or money order payable and send to: 
TV SPORTS 

BOX 48 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 





RINGMASTERS 
Save $15! 


Pease check which format you want “VHS 1 Bera 
Please rush me ...... cogies of Alngmasters: The Great American 
Bash. | enciase $44.95 ($39.95 tor the tape plus $5.00 postage & 


handling) -U.S. FUNDS ONLY- lor each lape | am ofdesing. 
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For al orders except U.S, & Canada, you must add $2.00 for each tape ordered for boai mail, and $3.00 for each lape ordered for air mail. 
Pigase allow 34 weeks for delivery. 


HULK HOGAN 


S THE DECADE draws to a close, it’s time to 
take inventory of professional wrestling. 
Over the past 10 years, several names have domi- 
nated the sport: Hulk Hogan, Ric Flair, Randy Sav- 
age, Jerry Lawler, Von Ench (pick one), Dusty 
Rhodes, The Road Warnors, Nick Bockwinkel, Rick 
Steamboat, and Andre the Giant. They have domi- 
nated championships, headhnes, and the public’s 
imagination. 
For many of these men, a new challenge lies 
ahead: taking their domination of the 1980s and 
keeping it going into the ‘90s... and beyond. But it 





ULTIMATE WAARIOR 


DUSTIN RHODES 


LEX LUGER 


will not be an easy task. Wrestling is a rugged 
sport, and it's common for a great athlete to be 
wom down by the ngors of competition. There’s 
only so much punishment a wrestler can take. And 
there’s always somebody ready to take his place. 

Who will it be? Well, in wrestling, the fear of the 
known is often greater than the fear of the un- 
known. It’s one thing for a man to acknowledge 
that, at one point, he'll no longer be on top, that 
somebody is going to come along and take his 
place. That’s called dealing with reality. It's another 
thing to know who that person is going to be. 


WRESTLING 





The Ultimate Wartor presses Bad News Brown overhead (above). 


Lex Luger backslides Ric Flatr (mgh)). 
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O WILL RULE 











GREAT MUTA SID VICIOUS 


That's called staring fate in the face. Who will 
blink? 


But we're not just talking about titles. We're talk- 


mg about the public eye. Who are the 10 men we'll 
be reading about well into the '90s? Who will the 
Major feuds involve? Who will you be cheering? 
Who will you hate? It seems as if we're never 
happy with our knowledge of the present; we want 
to know what's going to happen in the future, and 
we want to know now. 

And we can... with some limtts. It’s impossible 
to say which new Star is going to come along in the 
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WWF World Sonar Hulk Hogan boats Randy Savage in the head 


(above). Sting ammlocks Butch Heed (right). 


SAMOAN SWAT TEAM 





LARRY CAMERON RICK STEINER 


'O0s and take the country by storm (although it wil 
happen; that, too, is part of the excitement of 
sports). And it’s impossible to say how the current 
young stars are going to develop, and how far the 
older, more established headliners are going to fall. 

What we can do is draw conclusions based on 
the present. In this exclusive Wrestling Superstars 
special section, we take a look at 10 current stars 
who are poised to dominate, the men who will 
demand your attention over the coming 10 years. 

The pages that follow hold a fascinating look at 
these men... and a revealing look into the future. 


N THE 1990s 









HE IMMEDIATE IMPACT of 
Hulk Hogan's victory over 
Randy Savage at WrestleMania V 
was clear For the second time, 
the “Hulkster’ was the WWF 
World heavyweight champion. 
But less attention was paid to the 
long-term unpact: With his stun- 
ning and impressive victory, Ho- 
gan proved that the era of Hulka- 
Irlania is not over. In fact, judging 
from his renewed vigor and im- 
proved all-around skills, Hogan 
may have started a new era of 
greatness. 
There is absolutely no indication 


32 


that Hogan is slowing down. There 
is absolutely no indication that he 
won't continue to dominate the 
WWF, and the public eye, in the 
90s as he did in the ’80s. None. 

“It took a while, but he finally 


leamed how to wrestle,” Wres- 
ting Superstars Senior Editor Bill 
Apter said. “He could always 
overpower anyone, but now he’s 
added some scientific skill to his 
repertoire. [ quess you could say 
that the oreatest athletes are the 
ones who change when necessary 
and are always improving them- 
selves. I never thought Hogan ft 


Hulk Hogan lets everyone know who number one is (lett). The 
“Hulkster” sets up his archrival, Randy Savage, for a 
spinebreaker (below). 


HULK HOGAN 


into that category, but now | guess 
he does,” 

Hogan stil packs 302 pounds of 
solid muscle on his 6’8” frame. He 
shows the same youthful exuber- 
ance before and after a match that 
he always has. And, if there was 
ever any doubt, the reception he 
received at WrestleMania V 
proved that he is, by far, the most 
popular wrestler in the sport. The 
onginai Hulkamaniacs are five 
years older, a new crop of Hulka- 
mamiacs has been added. 

Are you ready for 10 more years 
of Hulkamamia? 
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Sting’s scorpion leglock (below, applled on Barry Windham) is a devastating finishing 


maneuver that has helped make Sting a formidable force in the sport. 
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E BROKE INTO the sport 

with The Ultimate Warrior 
and now, with the 1990s at our 
doorstep, Sting is about to walk 
through the door to greatness 
along with his former partmer. The 
new decade beckons and Sting is 
ready to take control. 

“Rick Steamboat and Ric Flair 
are on top now, but in a few years, 
everything’s going to revolve 
around Sting,” said former NWA 
President Jim Crockett. “When he 
comes down that runway, the 
crowd just explodes, you can feel 
it in the air. And when he gets into 
the ring, you see a guy with all the 
raw matenals, plus a_ reckless 
abandon, who just needs a little 
more seasoning before he’s ready 
to move to the top.” 

Of course, that could come as a 
disappointment to those—includ- 
ing Wrestling Superstars—who 
predicted that Sting would already 
be on top of the NWA. He is the 
NWA TV champion, but that 
doesn’t seem to be enough for so 
talented an athlete, It is a credit to 
Sting, however, that he has shown 
more patience than the press and 
the fans have. 

“You guys seem to forget that 
I'm young and I’ve got plenty of 
time,” Sting said. “I wasn’t going 
to blow it by going after too much 
too soon, so when the NWA 
scheduled me for a prelimimary 
match, I didn’t complain. When I 
was the only top star not sched- 
wed for a title match, | didn't com- 
plain. Every match is a learning 
expenience, and every match 
leads to the ultimate goal: the 
NWA World title.” 

Such patience seems odd com- 
ing from a man who has so much 
energy, but Sting 1s always surpmis- 
ing people, whether it's with a 
new design painted on his face or 
a new move. He is the most imagi- 
native young star in the sport, and 
he 1s headed for success in the 
00s. 

Guaranteed. 
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ULTIMATE WARRIOR 


ie 


AW MUSCLE CHISELED into 
the most awesome physique 

in professional wrestling; eyes that 
exude incredible intensity and de- 
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sire; hands that are capable of 
squeezing the life out of an always 
smaller opponent; the power of 
two men, and a wil to win that 


oo ened a 


‘the 





makes all of these components, 
taken together, even more 
dangerous. 

That’s the Ultimate Warnor, and 
he’s the one man most likely to 
pick up where Hulk Hogan leaves 
off—if he ever leaves off—and cap- 
ture the imagination of the Amen- 
can public. He's already captured 
fear of his defenseless 
opponents. 

“Nobody wants to wrestle this 
guy,’ WWF expert Thomas 
Piljiard said. “He’s dangerous, and 
he comes off like a maniac, the 
way he charges the ring and goes 
right after an opponent. Look what 
he did to The Honky Tonk Man; 
that guy hasn't been the same 
since. The ory way to beat him is 
to cheat, and that’s what Bobby 
Heenan had to do.” 

Best of all, the Wamnor is young. 
He entered the sport only four 
years ago and has improved every 
day. Even his harshest cntics, who 
complain that the Warmor has no 
scientific ability and little nng intel- 
ligence, must admit that he 1s gain- 
ing knowledge. Against Rick 
Rude, the Wartor leamed that he 
must always be on the lookout for 
devious managers. It’s a mistake 
he'll most likely never make again. 

"If he ever leas any wrestling 
moves, he'll be one of the greatest 
ever,” Pilliard said. “Look at Ho- 
gan, he’s learned how to wrestle a 
lite and now he's better than 
ever. The combinafon of power 
and skill is unbeatable in this 
sport.” 

And, of course, The Wamior has 
his “Little Wanmniors,” just like Ho- 
gan has his Hulkamaniacs. In 
wrestling, get the kids’ attention 
and the adults will quickly follow 
suit. That’s one way to make head- 
lines. That's one way to become 


“The Star of the ’90s. 





The Warrior uses his Incredible power fo 
press Hercules over his head. Warrior lost 
the Intercontinental title to Rick Rude, but 
there should be other belts in his future. 
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The Ultimate Warrior, his face showing its typical Intensity, fires a 
helpless Harley Race into the comerpost (above). While wrestling 
in World Class as The Dingo Warrior, the muscular New Yorker 
battled legendary brawler Bruiser Brody (below). 


The Warrior, undoubtedly one of the most powerful 
men in the sport, applies a painful wristlock on King 
Kong Bundy (above) and catches Harley Race in midair 
(below). Although the Warrior recently lost the Intercon- 
tinental title, Rick Rude will be hard pressed to retain It. 


The mighty Warrior presses The 
Honky Tonk Man (above) and 
| squeezes the life out of Randy 
Savage (below). The Ultimate 
Warrior is, indeed, the ultimate 
physical specimen. 
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OTHER VIEWPOINTS 





THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR 
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‘What can | say? I’ve never met a man with as much power as Ulty, 
but by the same token, he’s been blessed with outstanding speed and 
tremendous fighting heart, too. Back when we teamed up as The Blade 
Runners, he displayed the kind of power that | knew would make him a 
star someday. All he needed was a bit more seasoning, and now he 
has it. Now, I’m at the top of the NWA, and he’s a superstar in the 
WWF, and that’s wrestling the way It oughta be. Owwwww!”’ 
—Sting 


“! think The Warrior is the strongest man in the sport, hands down. 
I’ve tagged up with him a couple of times, and we won every time. The 
only trouble with the guy is when he gets mad, he goes completely out 
of his mind. Remember the way he beat up those officials after he was 
attacked by Rick Rude at The Royal Rumble? I’m afraid this guy will 
crush anybody that gets in his way. He’s like a time bomb waiting to 
explode. | really think he's a little crazy.”’ 

—Don Muraco 


“You know, it was about three years ago when The Ultimate Warrior— 
then known as Dingo Warrior, mind you—changed his ways and 
became a fan favorite. It was during a six-man tag team match when | 
ordered my men, Buzz Sawyer and Matt Borne, to turn against him. 
That started a feud, and the Warrior became a big fan favorite forever 
after that. Now, both the Warrior and | are playing by the rules, and I’m 
giad of it. We’re both happier the way things are now.”’ 

—Percy Pringle 


“| had a feud going with the Warrior a few months before | left the 
WWF. The guy was strong, but he had no brains whatsoever. Don’t get 
me wrong—the guy is a monster. During one match, he gave me a 
forearm across the chest that sent me flying right out of he ring. His 
power is amazing, but his stupidity is just as impressive. The biggest 
reason Rick Rude beat him was because he was outsmarted by Bobby 
Heenan. They'll never call Ultimate Warrior ‘The Brain.’ ” 

—Harley Race 


‘‘| remember about three years ago when the Warrior was just starting 
out in World Class. | had several matches against him back then, and | 
just couldn’t befleve how strong he was. | managed to beat him, but it 
was like going up against a brick wall. Today, though, | think he’s a 
much better wrestler than he was back then. He’s leamed how to use 
his power to his best advantage, and his gorilla-press into a slam is 
one of the finest finishers I’ve ever seen.’’ 

—Kevin Von Erich 


Ric Flalr tries to resist Lex Luger's flying bodypress (right). Luger, the 
palmate i has come extremely close to winning the NWA World ttle 
Flair. 








ACK IN 1986, when Lex Luger 

was a rookie wrestling in the 
Flonda area, he and former advis- 
er Hiro Matsuda devised a five 
year plan. The goal: the NWA 
World championship and domuna- 
tion of the sport 

Target: 1990. 

"T haven't forgotten that,’ Luger 
said, ‘and everyime Matsuda sees 
me, he kand of slinks away mutter- 
mg, ‘1990, Luger, 1990.’ He thinks 
he can pressure me, but he’s got it 
all wrong. When I said five years, 
1 meant five years. | won the U.s. 
title, I've pinned Fiair, the next 


step is obvious. I’m going to be 
NWA World champion. The 
whole world is going to know the 
name Lex Luger.” 

If it doesn’t already. Last sum- 
mer, Luger came within a tnckle 
of blood of beating Flair for the 
World title. Tris past December, a 
buckled knee stood between 
Luger and the belt. But how long 
can thus last? How long can Luger 
and the World title remain apart? 

‘Yve often asked myself that 
question,” NWA World champ 
Rick Steamboat said, “and it land 
of scares me because Lex de- 





| LEX LUGER 


serves a title shot and eventually, 
when I’m finished with Flair, he’s 
going to get one. He’s on the 
edge of becoming one of the 
greatest stars this sport has ever 
seen He's going to own the ’O0s.” 
The “Total Package” has plenty 
going for him. Luger is young, 
blond, handsome, and possesses 
an awesome physique. He's also 
experienced, having wrestled 
Nikita Koloff, Dusty Rhodes, Flan, 
Barry Windham, and many others. 
The plan is in effect. Year five 
approaches, the year of Lex Luger 
to begin a decade of greatness. 
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Dustin Rhodes slams Terry Funk (below). Dustin, the son of “American Oream" Dusty 
Rhodes, Is continuing the feud his father and the Funks began many years ago. 
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USTIN RHODES WASN’T 


bom, he was bred, And like 
a young thoroughbred racehorse 
fromm championship lines, it was al- 
ways expected that Dustin would 
one day follow in his father’s foot- 
steps and become a champion. 
Now, after 19 years, he is ready to 
aclueve the dream. 

“People always said to me, 
‘Why do you have to do what your 
father does? Why can't you be 
something else?’ Dustin said. 
“But if you had a father like mine, 
you'd want to be like him, too. Be- 
ing like Dad has always been the 
ultimate compliment to me. When 
people say, ‘He’s just like his fa- 
ther,’ I say, ‘Thanks.’ ” 

Nobody has been more closely 
associated with wrestling in the 
1970s and 80s than Dusty Rhodes. 
Now, as the “American Dream” 
heads into the twilight of his ca- 
reer, it’s only appropnate that his 
talented young son is ready to 
Grab the torch and keep the 
Rhodes name alive into the ‘Os. 

“T never said to my son, ‘Dustin, 
you have to be a wrestler,’ ”’ Dusty 
insists. “I never demanded any- 
thing like that of him, and I always 
made sure he was aware of the 
negative side of being a wrestler. 
But ['d be lyin’ if 1 said that when 
that boy was bom, I didn’t envi- 
sion him in wrestling tights. The 
Rhodes name should always stay 
alive im wrestling.” 

Of course, it helps that Dustin 
has so much ability. Many sons of 
famous athletes have not been 
succesful in their father’s sports. 
Just try telling Dale Berra, son of 
Hall of Famer Yogi Berra, that abili- 
ty is mhenited; only the name 3s 
inhented, which puts even greater 
pressure on a young man. 

This pressure, however, is 
something Dustin has. already 
shown he can deal with. The time 
has come for him to add to the 
Rhodes legend. The 1990s will be 
his stage. 


The Great Muta targets Steve Casey with a dropkick from the top 
tumbuckle (right). Muta, a master of aerial skills, ls the son of the 


legendary and mysterious Kabuki. 
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HE MARTIAL ARTS expert 
with the incredible aemal skills 
and strange green fog was thrust 
upon us in early 1989. Now, The 
Great Muta is one more good rea- 
son to look forward to the 1990s. 
He is the son of Kabuki, a high- 
level master of ju-jitsu, Tae-kwan- 
do karate, and Chuan-fa karate 
who was signed by Gary Hart in 
1972 and proceeded to terronze 
Amencan wrestlers with his vast 
ability and the green fog he ex- 
haied at will. Kabuki passed all of 
these skills on to The Great Muta 
... and more. 
“There's no comparson hbe- 
tween the two,’ said Hart, who 
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now manages Muta in the NWA. 
“Kabuki had all that ability, but he 
had no strength. Muta is well-con- 
ditioned, he’s strong, and he’s 
much more agile. Most often, the 
son can’t follow in his father’s foot- 
steps, but in thus case, it’s the oth- 
er way around. This kid has it all. 
It amazes even me!” 

At the Clash of the Champions 
VI, Muta stunned a nationwide TV 
audience with a magnificent 
handspnng/flying elbow combina- 
tion, a breathtaking backilip off the 
top rope, an over-the-top-rope 
vault-to-bodypress, and a back- 
ward double-biel kick. “He’s awe- 
some,” said Ric Flair. And he is 








young and mysterious. 

Muta coulda be to the ‘90s what 
Rick Steamboat was to the 80s: a 
good looking marhal arts expert 
with enough power to get by in 
the squared circle. Even though 
he’s managed by the evil Hart and 
only wrestles fan favorites, Muta is 
SO good, the fans have already tak- 
en a hiking to him. 

“Right now, he looks unbeat- 
able," NWA amnouncer Jim Ross 
said. “Every once in a blue moon, 
a guy comes along with so much 
ability, you can’t believe how 
good he is, you can’t believe no- 
body's noticed him before, That's 
Muta.”” 


At 


ERRY VON ERICH called him 
“the most awesome man I’ve 

ever wrestled.” Japanese 
crowds—always among the most 
disceming in the world—have 
been amazed by his size and aen- 
al ability. Wrestlers throughout the 
U.S. are praying that he stays in 
Japan for as Jong as possible. 

They just don’t want to face Sid 
Vicious. 

And who would want to wrestle 
a 6'7", 290-pound, massively mus- 
cled man/machine who possesses 
a mean killer instinct and an out 
standing dropkick? Why would 
anyone in their nght mind want to 
get in the way of Sid Vicious? 

“Beats me,” said Scott Hall, who 
has closely followed Vicious’ ca- 
reer. “And give the kid credit for 
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taking off and going to Japan at 
this point in his career. He was 
really ready to hit it big over here, 
you guys had done some stories 
on him, and then he goes and de- 
cides to tour Japan because he 
knew he had some leaming to do, 
That says something about how 
mature he ts.” 

Although Vicious was somewhat 
humbled by the Japanese veter- 
ans, he improved and gained new 
knowledge with every match. He 
has since returned to the US— 
some say as the masked 
Humongous mn the CWA area— 
and is biding his ome before go- 
ing after the superstars of the 
sport. 

“The idea before I left was to let 
people know who I am,” Vicious 


Sid Vicious wallops Kerry Von Erich with a forearm to the head (below). Kerry has sald 
that Vicious Is the most awesome man he has ever wrestled. 


said when interviewed in Japan 
“That was my calling card. Now 
I’m ready to really put everything 
together, what I’ve learned here, 
the ability I already had, and my 
size. | dare anybody to beat me. It 
can't be done.” 

He 1s the leading new member 
of a breed of power wrestlers cre- 
ated when Hulk Hogan first rose to 
prominence. But Vicious is so 
much more. 

“First you're worried about him 
teanng you to pieces, then he 
goes and jevels you with a drop- 
kick,” said Bill Dundee, whose 17- 
year-old son Jamie had his neck 
broken by Vicious. “There's just 
no defense for that.” 

There's no defense for Sid 
Vicious. 
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Fatu chokes Bobby Ealon (below), The Samoans possess an outstanding combinatlon of 
speed and power, plus a streak of nastiness encouraged by Paul E. Dangerously. 
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TEAM 





KAY, SO THE Road Wamors 

aren't quite ready to move 
aside. Demolition has become a 
dominant tag team. Tully Blan- 
chard and Am Anderson are bet- 
ter than ever. The Rockers are re- 
bom and The Midnight Express is 
coming back. But there’s room for 
one more. 

And if there isn't, somebody 
better make Some room. 

The Samoan Swat Team ts ready 
to make its mark 

Of course, Samu and Fatu al- 
ready made quite a splash in the 
World Class area, where they 
were three-time tag team champs 
under manager Buddy Roberts. 
But now, with Paul £. Dangerously 
calling the shots, theyre ready to 
make an impact in the NWA. Ali 
this from a team that’s only been 
together for three years. 

“And even you guys have to ad- 
mit that they're already one of the 
greatest tag teams in the world,’ 
said Dangerously in lus typical 
loudmouth fashion. Dangerously is 
alluding to the fact that the SST's 
have already cracked the tag team 
Tatings several times. “There are a 
lot of older teams out there and 
nore of them can keep pace with 
Samu and Fatu.” 

That’s an accurate assessment. 
The SST is one of the fastest tag 
teams ever, certainly on a par with 
The Rockers and The Rock 'n' Roll 
Express. And it's also tough to 
keep up with their worldwide trav- 
els; the Samoans have international 
experience, something _ that's 
bound to help as they face differ- 
ent types of tag teams. 

But then, few teams are like the 
Samoan Swat Team. They don't fall 
into the mode of the traditonal 
successful 80s team, which had to 
be either big and powerful or 
small and agile. Samu and Fatu are 
big (a combined weight of 545 
pounds), fast, and mean—the pro- 
totypical 1990s duo? 

They could be. 


F THE COMBINATION of size 

and power continues to mle 
wrestling in the 1990s as it did in 
the ’80s, there'll be no stopping 
Larry Cameron. After three years 
in the sport, Cameron is, slowly 
but surely, making his way to the 
big ome. Only Davey Boy Smith 
stands in the way. 

“Basically, if Cameron can beat 
smth for the North Amenican title, 
everyone's going to take notice,” 
Stampede promoter Stu Hart said. 
“Davey Boy's known worldwide, 
and he beat Don Muraco for the 
belt, so a victory by Cameron puts 
him in some pretty lofty company. 
Whether he can do it remains to 
be seen, but for Cameron, that’d 
be like knocking down the door.” 
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And Cameron has been knock- 
ing down many doors since his 
debut match in 1986. “I crushed a 
punk called Johnny Love at a little 
place called George’s Nightclub 


in Minneapolis back in 1986,” 
Cameron, a 6’1”, 280-pound former 
bodybuilder, recalled. He went on 
to the Windy City area where, 
under the guidance of Paul E£. 
Dangerously, he nearly won the 
heavyweight ttle from Steve Re- 
gal. Then it was on to the Great 
White North, where Cameron set 
his sights on Smith and Chns 
Benoit. 

‘And that's only the beginning,” 
said Cameron, who claims he left 
football because it wasn't rough 
enough. “Hogan, Savage, Flair, ail 


Larry Cameron eibowsmashes Fon Ritchie (below). Cameron, who has 
been managed by Paul E. Oangerously, has beaten Davey Boy Smith for 
ihe Stampede North American ttle, 






of those guys had better get their 
wills made up. As for The Road 
Wamiors, they're a bunch of 
pussycats. I'll take them both on, I 
ain't scared of anyone, I'll tell you 
that nght now.” 

Such a fearless athtude has been 
known to get an aspinng wrestler 
in trouble. But Cameron has more 
than enough muscle to back up 
his words. 

“Pve been around a long time, 
and he's one of the meanest 
dudes I’ve ever faced,” Davey Boy 
Smith admitted. “Wrestling him is 
no fun at all.” 

It doesn't figure to get any more 
enjoyable. Those who have never 
heard of Cameron befter do some 
research in a hury. 


RICK STEINER 








Hick Steiner suplexes Mike Rotundo (below). Steiner may sometimes act a bit confused, but 
he is a superb—even domimant—technical wrestler. 





TUPID. LOVEABLE. WACKY. 

Confused. To the many words 
that have been used to descnhbe 
Rick Steiner, you'll be able to add 
another in the upcoming decade. 
Try “champion” on for size. 

Steiner, who at 5°31’ must com- 
pensate for hus lack of height with 
bulk, speed, and an exceptional 
scientific repertoire, has always 
had the raw matenials necessary to 
be a stay. Only recently has he 
been able to put them all together. 

“Strange as it may seem, Kevin 
Sullivan turned him into a better 
wrestler,” said Jim Ross. “Sullivan 
has a lot of experience and he saw 
what Steiner could become. Of 
course, teaming with Mike Rotun- 
do had to help because Rotundo 
is the consummate scientific wres- 
tler. He knew that Steiner also had 
the amateur background, and he 
knew how to help him convert it 
into what it takes to thrive in the 
pro yanks.” 

Steiner's days with Sullivan and 
Roftundo are over, and he’s back 
with Eddie Gilbert, who managed 
him in 1986 and '87 in the UWF. 
The difference between Steiner 
then and now is startling: He is a 
more polished wrestler and a 
much more dangerous competitor. 

He's also much smarter than he 
often seems. 

“Rick’s no jerk,” Gilbert said. 
“Maybe he doesn’t have book 
knowledge, but he has common 
sense. And the more he leams, 
the better he’s going to become. 
He has the perfect build for the 
sport, he knows the moves, and 
he's quickly gaining experience. 
He’s on the edge of making it real- 
ly big.” 

‘T wanna be a champ,’ Steiner 
added. “That’s what the goal of 
every athlete is. | know I’ve had 
some titles, but I want the big one. 
When people talk about the best 
wrestlers, I want to be one of 
them.” 

In a very short time, Rick Steiner 
will have his wish. 0 
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JERRY LAWLER’S 
CWA SAVI 





In Memphis, where Jerry Lawler hokls attendance records for selling out 
the Mid-South Coliseum, fans ldolize ‘The King" 
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SPLIT PERSONALITY: 
TEXAS 





ed 


N MEMPHIS, HE is the city’s favor- 

tte son. When Jerry Lawler won the 
AWA World ttle there last May, the 
entre town took part m1 a day of cele- 
braton. “I owe everything | have to 
these great fans,” said Lawler recently. 
“] wouldn't be anything if it weren't for 
the wonderful people that support me.” 
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KERRY 15 Out 
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... But In Texas, where Lawler has feuded violently with Lone Star legend 
Kerry Von Erich, “The King" is vehemently despised. 





In Texas, Lawler is by far the state’s 
most hated wrestler. Fans there have 
gone so far as to start petitions tymg 
to ban him from the area. “Ignorant 
dirt farmers,” spits Lawler. “Searching 
for intelligence in Dallas is like looking 
for a swimming pool in the Texas flat- 
lands—you just aren't going to find it” 


By Bob Smith 


Its hard to believe that the Lawler 
World Class fans bate so much ts the 
same Lawler who thrills crowds in the 
CWA, but it is. Why this split person- 
ality? Indeed, why would a man as 
renowned as Jerry Lawler court the 
fans’ favor in one area while acting like 
a crippler in the other? 
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Lawler's boot to the head sends a bloody and battered Von Erich sprawiing to the canvas 






{above). "The King’s’’ Memphis campaign against Austin Idol (below) has added to his 


overwhelming popularity there. 


“Lawler -is an incredibly intense 
man,” said noted sports psychologist 
Dr. Sidney M. Basil, contacted by 
Wrestiing Superstars to examine 
Lawler’s recent actions. “He may not 
be justified in all of his opinions, but it 
is clear that Jerry tly believes he 
must act this way. It’s trying to figure 
out what motiviates him that is the 
difficult part.” 

Its apparent that Basi isn’t overly 
familiar with Lawler’s checkered past. If 
he were, he would realize that Lawler 
began his career as a rulebreaker. 
Over the course of the past decade, 
CWA fans have learned to appreciate 
his blend of courage and confidence, 
as well as his unique brawling talents. 
The fact that Lawler was bom in 
Memphis makes him even more popu- 
lar there. 

“Everyone in Memphis loves Jerry,” 
said Norma McGrath, one of Lawler’s 
top supporters in the city. “Whenever 
we needed somebody to win for us, 
Lawler's been the man to do it The 
names have come and gone through 
the Mid-South Coliseum, but Lawler 
has defeated them all. Rick Rude, Bam 
Bam Bigelow, Randy Savage, and, 
most recently, Robert Fuller and The 
Master of Pain. That's why Jerry is the 
greatest hero in Memphis wrestling 
history.” 

When Lawler made his first Texas 
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ce last July, he had already 
spent months defending his AWA 
World title in the CWA, AWA, Cont 
nental, and Southern Championship 
areas. Lawler had been received with 
open arms wherever he traveled, But 
when he arrived at the The Sportator- 
ium last July, he received something he 
wasn't quife used to: boos and jeers. 

“Its obvious that Lawler was not 
prepared to be the target of venom 
from the fans,” said Basil. “He had 
worked very hard to become a World 
champion that people could look up 
to, but tn Texas the fans did not take 
to him because he immediately chal- 
lenged Kerry Von Erich.” 


Before Lawler ever wrestled his first 
match in World Class, he was the re- 
cipient of taunts and catcalls when he 
entered the ying to challenge Von 
Erich, the World Class champion, to a 
belt vs. belt match. From there, things 
only got worse. In their first match, 
last August, Lawler used a loaded 
glove to knock out and bloody Von 
Erich before the opening bell even 
rang. 

As the months have _ passed, 
Lawler’ conduct in World Class has 
become even more brutal. During one 
notable bout in April, he smuggled a 
spoon into the ring to carve several 
huge gashes into Von Erich’s forehead. 
He has also used a hand chain, a 
loaded boot, and various other foreign 
objects against his World Class 
opponents. 

Conversely, his record of conduct in 
the CWA is unblemished by such vio- 
lence. As fans at the Mid-South Colise- 
um cheered him on, he defeated the 
brutal 6’8” Master of Pain on April 24 
after losing a disputed decision to the 
giant a month earlier. 

“To many, Lawler’ on-again, off 
again rulebreaking would suggest a 
pattem of schizophrenia,” noted Basil. 
“T don’t think that is completely true in 
this case. Lawler’s going through the 
same type of mental distress that Fred 
Blassie suffered in the early '70s. 
When Blassie wrestled in California, he 
was sO popular he was named Wrestler 
of the Year by the Southern California 
fans. But when he ventured to the 
East Coast, he seemed more con- 
cerned with forturing his opponents. 

“Lawler shows almost exactly that 
same kind of trait,” continued Basil. 
“T think the reason for this is that 
Lawler has always had an inner desire 
to be accepted by the fans. Why else 
would he call himself ‘The King? 
Lawler does not realize that Kervy is 
so popular in World Class because he 
has come back from insurmountable 
odds to win for the fans—the same 
way Lawler does in Memphis. Lawler is 
frying to punish those same fans for 
hating him.” 

Basi’s suggestion for curing Lawler 
of his problem? 

(Continued on page 57) 


THIS MONTH IN... 


VICTORY 
“|| SPORTS 
ees 

















o*% 
WICTOAY 
SPOATS 
SENIES 

os 






* * “SPECIAL ISSUE! * * * 
SUPERCARD SUNDAY 





RICK STEAMBOAT’S championship ae al 
dilemma: Too many contenders, too = 
little me. BONUS FULL-COLOR R SECTION! All the 
~ : highlights of WrestleMania V and Clash 
of the Champions VI! 








The sada of our iE Inside sow saeecn on a 
Wrestling fan poll are in: Dethroned and demoralized: Can 
HULKAMANIA Rules! RANDY SAVAGE recover from 
WrestleMania V? 
PLUS... 
Our message to RICK RUDE: Get PLUS... 
serious, or get clipped! . . . “Hotseat” SHAM! The fans will never buy TED 
interview with JIM CORNETTE... PAT DiBIASE’S million-dollar belt!... NWA 
TANAKA & PAUL DIAMOND: The tag stars agree: THE GREAT MUTA 1s 
team of the 1990s won't make it through awesome! ... KERRY VON ERICH’S 
1989... BAM BAM BIGELOW: ‘] don’t message to ERIC EMBRY: “Don't ever 
want to destroy DUSTY RHODES—| betray your fans!”... “Q&A” interview 
have to!” with TEDDY LONG 
All this and much more... All this and much more... 
in the August 1989 issue of in the August 1989 issue of 
Inside Wrestling The Wrestler 


ON SALE NOW! ON SALE NOW! 


Curt Hennig vs. Bret Hart: 


Curt Hennig controls Bret Hart. 
These two fine scientific grap 
piers have locked up in an unex- 


pected feud. 








Curt Hennig and Bret Hart are superb scientific wrestlers, mat 
technicians that any federation would be proud to have on display. . . 
except the WWF. The WWF tried to prevent this feud. Fortunately for 
the fans, they couldn’t 


HE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 

the NWA and the WWF is as 
Great as the difference between day 
and night. The NWA puts an em- 
phasis on technical wrestling and 
aerial ability; its two most recent 
champions are Rick Steamboat and 
Ric Flair, superb technicians. The 
WWF puts an emphasis on power 
and size; Hulk Hogan, a human 
powerhouse, has dominated the 
World title over the past five years. 

Don't think this is merely coinci- 
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By Bill Apter 


dence. When WWE talent scouts 
search for new blood, they look for 
big musclemen—or just plain big 
men. The kind of guys that can 
overpower a brick wall. The kind of 
guys that somebody sifting up in 
the nosebleed seats can see with- 
out binoculars. 

The WWF has gained a reputa- 
tion aS a power federation, out ev- 
ery once In a while a wrestler with 
outstanding scientific skills sneaks 
in. 





Like Curt Hennig, a former AWA 
World champion who was picked 
up on one of the WWF's many tal- 
ent raids. 

And Bret Rar, whose varied 
skills were always somewhat cam- 
ouflaged by teammate Jim 
Neidhart's power and former man- 
ager Jimmy Hart's — devious 
interference. 

According to unwritten WWF 
rules, however, never the twain 
Shall meet. Or so we thought. 


“There’s a thirst for competition 
that exists in great athletes, and 
Hennig and Hart are certainly great 
athletes, two of the greatest scien- 
tific wrestlers in the sport,'’ said 
WWF -expert Thomas Pilliard. ‘‘A 
great scientific wrestler always 
wants fo test himself against other 
scientific wrestlers, and when 
you're talking about Hennig, you're 
talking about one of the best in the 
world.”’ 

Hennig, who has earned the self- 
imposed moniker ‘‘Mr. Perfect?’ by 
going undefeated since amiving in 
the WWF, thought he had met his 
match in The Blue Blazer, a talent- 
ed young aerial artist with an exten- 
sive toolshed of scientific moves. 
As it turned out, however, the Blaz- 
er was too reckless and prone to 
mistakes. At WrestleMania  V, 
Hennig put an end to the Blue 
Blazer challenge. 

But that only teft Hennig wanting 
another challenge, so up stepped 
Bret Hart. WWF officials, remem- 
bering how the paying fans sat on 
their hands for the Hennitg-8lue 
Blazer battles—thrilling matches 
that didn't appeal to a crowd 
weaned on power—reportedly re 
fused to sign the match at first. So 
Hart and Hennig persisted; eventu- 
ally the WWF gave in. 

“Put this as the main event in 
any WWF arena in the country and 
you won't sell five tickets,'’ com- 
plained a promoter, ‘‘which is a 
shame because these guys are Ca- 
pable of tremendous matches. 
WWF fans aren’t used fo this kind 
of wrestling, so they don't like it. 
They're used to The Ultimate War- 
rior and Hulk Hogan tossing people 
around the ring, not technical 
wrestling. ’’ 

The matches themselves, howev- 
er, have been a surprise. As expect- 
ed, Hart and Hennig’s similar abili- 
ties have resulted in draws in 
Hershey, Pennsylvania, and New 
York’s Madison Square Garden. {t's 
the style of the matches that has 
shocked observers, while probably 
delighting WWE officials: Instead of 
presenting a showcase of scientific 
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Hennig smacks Hart in the faw with a dropkick (above), Hart retallates with a backbreaker 
(below). What should have been a scientific encounter tumed Into a wild brawl. 





skills, Hart and Hennig brawled. 
There are several ways to explain 
this. Hennig, in an attempt to 
prove that he Is, indeed, ‘‘Mr. Per- 
fect,’’ and take a giant step toward 
the World title, has become anxious 
and overaggressive. Hart, hoping to 
become the first WWF wrestler to 
defeat Hennig, has tried to end 
f ee ia each match in a hurry. 
” al oe is F | >. “Simply put, both men have de- 
4 4 : ; | viated from their game plan when 
it's fhose very game plans that 
» 3 . ning , have made them so good in the 
ll tints memes first place,’’ Pilliard said. ‘‘But 
| | mark my words, when these two 
guys start to settle into a groove, 
you're going to see some of the 
greatest WWF matches ever.”’ 
Hart, it should be recalled, 
turned in one of the greatest perfor- 
mances in WWF history at the 
1987 Royal Rumble, when he 
lasted over 36 minutes against the 
best brawlers in the federation. 
That night, Hart proved the power 
of brain over brawn. Since then, 
there's been Sittle doubt that Hart 


: : , can match any wrestler in the world 
Hart attempts a sunset filp, but Hennig grabs the ropes (above). “The Hitman” slams 4, stamina. 
Hennig (below). it was unusual to see this type of feud In the WWF because the federation 
puts 4 premium on power wrestling rather than sclence, 





. | 


And Hennig, in a way, (s carrying 
the banner of the AWA in the 
‘WWF. While the WWF was promot- 
Ing power in the middle and {ate 
‘80s, the AWA continued to em- 
phasize pure wrestling. Hennig was 
the World champ from May 1987 
to May 1988, and while he had a 
propensity for breaking the rules 
and thumbing his nose at authority, 
there was little doubt that he was a 
magnificent pure wrestler. 

He certainly wasn’t a likely can- 
didate for the WWF. 

So, Hennig vs. Hart goes against 
everything the WWF stands for. In 
a way, Hennig and Hart are trying 
to prove that the WWF is wrong 
in the way it has gone about pro- 
moting the sport. ‘This is wres- 
tling,’ the two rivals seem to be 
saying, ‘‘not what Hogan is doing.”’ 

They are going against the grain 
with what is certain to be a most 
memorable feud, fighting together 
while wrestling each other in the 
feud the WWF couldn't prevent. 0 
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Juna 1982/COLOR PINUP: Nick Bock: 
winkel, Adonis & Ventura, Snukg, 
Patera, Flalr. 


August 1882/COLOR PINUP: Dino Bra- 
vo. Steamboat & Rich, Andre, Martel, 
Piper, Blassie. 


January 1983/COLOR PINUP: Ken 
Palora. Fick Steamboat, Rich, Brody, 
Sullvan, Backlund. 


(?stlina 
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January 1985/COLOR PINUP: Tro 
Santana. Road Warriors, Billy Jack, 
Heyes, 1964 fan baltst. 

Febsuary 1985/COLOA PINUP: Ma 
num TA. Rick Martel, Hogan, 
Ellenng. 

April 1985/COLOA PINUP: Ronnie Gar- 
vin, Jiramy Snuka, Warriors, Gordy, 
Flair, Rhodes. 


und, 






February 1986/COLOA PINUP: Nikita 
Kololf. Mika Yon Erich, Warriors, San- 
lana, Taylor, Barbarian, Race. 
| I8BEICOLOR PINUP: Ric Flak. 

endj Richter, Adams & Hemandez, 
Ousty & Wartiors vs. Flair & Andersons. 
May 1986/COLOR PINUP: Rick Stoam- 
bost. Road Warriore, Humongous, Bull 
dogs, Hansen vs. Martel. 


BACK ISSUES OQ yy _ xy 


Complete your collection of PRO 
WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED, Don’t miss out 
on the excellence that has made PW/ the 
leader in wrestling journalism. PLUS—Each 
issue contains a giant FULL-COLOR poster 
of one of your favorite wrestling stars. 
Quantities limited—order today! [NOTE: 
Cover stories noted in BOLDFACE.] 


January 1988/COLOR PINUP: Tne 
Road Wasriors. Ted O/Biase, Flair-Gar- 
wins, Hogan & Ventura, Zbyszko. 
February 198@/COLOR PINUP: Ronnie 
Garvin. Randy Savage, Garin-Flair, 
Von Encns, Freebirds. 

Apil 1988/COLOR PINUP: Rick Martel. 
Lex Luger, Flair-Garvin, Kerry. Survivor 
Series, Iron Sheik. 


‘ June 19B6/C0LOR PINUP: Kavin Von May 1988/COLOR PINUP: Sting. An 
Februa eee a ee ary ae — a Sone bees. Erich. Hutk Hogan, Adams, Ouggan, dre, Valentine-Beelcake, Flair, Comette. 
por Destroyer, Bockwinkel, Funk. Von Encn, TA. Scott Hall. Owen Hart. 


April 1983/COLOR PINUP: Superstar 
Graham. Mil Mascaras, Valentine, Om- 
doc, Har. 
June 1983/COLOR PINUP; Cowboy 
Bob Orton. Alick Martel, Von Erch, 
Slaughter, Muraco. 
July 1983/COLOR PINUP: van Kotoff. 
Tommy Rich, Patera, Von Ech, Snuka.: 
August 1983/COLOR PINUP: Larry 

; Piper, Sullivan, Zbys- 
zko, Von Erich, Wresuing It. 
October 19B4/OOLOR PINUP: Junk- 


yard Dog. Tommy Rich, Johnson, Ado- 
nis, Rhodes, Piper. 


November 1983/COLOR PINUP: 
Roddy Piper. Haney Race, Samana, 
Mascaras, Blering, Vafian.. Race. 
December 1963/COLOR PINUP: We- 
hoo McDanial. Dusty Rhodes, Hayes. 
Sieamboai, Hansen, Oiblase. 

January 1984/COLOR PINUP: Harley 
Alaca. Rick Martal, Snuka. Freedirds, 
Dilton, Sawyer. 

February 1984/COLOR PINUP: Jim 
Garvin & Sunshine. Greg Valentine, Su- 
per Destroyer, Race, Sawyer, Abdullah. 
June 1984/COLOR PINUP: Dick Slater. 
Tee OlBiase, Wrestling (Il. Magnum TA, 


July 1985/OOLOR PINUP: Sgt. Slaugh- 
ter. Hogan vs. Piper, Wariors, One 
Man Gang, T.A., Martel. 


September 1985/COLOR PINUP: Junk-: 


yard rin Magnum T.A, Von Erich, Ho- 
gan, AWA scouting reports. 

October 1985/COLOR PINUP: Chris 
Adams. Rick Steamboat, Worrlors, 
Nikita, WWE scouting reports. 
November 1985/COLOR PINUP: Ran- 
dy Savage. Ric Flair, Slaughter, Staam- 
boal. Workd Class scouting reports. 
December 1985/COLOR PINUP: Jesse 
Vemura. Greai American Bash, Von 
Erich, Omdorti, Willams & DiBlasea. 


January 1986/COLOA PINUP: Hack- 
saw Duggan. Hulk Kogan, T.A., Brody. 
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July 1986/COLORA PINUP: King Kong 
Bundy. R & R Express, Hall and Hennig, 
Ventura, Warniors. 


August 1986/COLOR PINUP: Ousty 
Rhodes. Randy Sa , Lugar vs. 
Race, Blanchard vs. Flair, Rude. 
October 1986/COLOR PINUP: John 
Studd. Nikita Kaloft, Savage vs. Bundy, 
Landell, Flair vs. Lugar, Simpson. 
November 1986/COLOR PINUP: Baby 
Von Erich, Han- 


December 1966/COLOA PINUP: Great 
American Bash. Great American Bash, 
Midnight Hockers, Von Erich, Windham. 
January 1987/COLOR PINUP: Fabu- 
fous Freebirds. Roddy Piper, Nikita vs. 
TA, Snuka, Simpson. 
February 1987/COLOR PINUP: Savage 
& Elizabeth. UWF Tournament, TA., 
Baby Doll, Hogan vs. Omdortt. 
April 1987/COLOR PINUP: Lex ee 
& Nikita, DiBiase, DaBeers, Din- 
QO. Housectaaning. 
Hay 1987ACOLOR PINUP: Steve Wi- 
iiams. an, UWF Tourny, AF 
bano, Comatia, ite Kid, Karty. 


June $987/COLOR PINUP: Hulk Ho- 


bab Magnum T.A., Can-Ams, Warriors, 


June 1988/COLOR PINUP: Tully Blan- 
chard. Hulk Hogan, Muraco, Perez, 
Rockers, Bunkhouse Stampede. 

July 1988/COLOR PINUP: Cun Hennig. 
Hogan ws. Andre, Express vs. Rockers, 
Geetcake, Perez, Rotundo-Sting. 
August 198&8/COLOR PINUP: A) Perez 
Savage & Hogan, Gilbén-Lawler, Four 
Horsemen, Kerry Von Ench. 

October 1988/COLOR PINUP: Ultimate 
Warror. Sting, Savage, Lawler, Wik 
lams, Sleamboat, Varsity Club. 
November 1988/COLOA PINUP: The 
Midnigh! Express. Hogan, Ahodes, Ex- 
press, Powers of Paln. 

December 1988/COLOR PINUP: Hack- 
sav Duggan. Four Horsemen, 8rody. 
Bigelow, Gaevin, Precious. 

January 1989/COLOR PINUP: Bary 
Windham. Hogan-Savage-Elizabeth, 
Warriors. Sting. 

February 1989/COLOR PINUP: Jake 
Roberts. Luger, Hogan-Savage, Kevin 
Von, Beefcake-Bass. 

April 1985/COLOR PINUP: Pick Stein- 
er. Savane) Dangerously, Muraco, 
Turner, Powers. 

May 1999/COLOR PINUP: Missy Hyatl. 
Hogan, Ultimate, Keery, Luger, Steam- 


Patera, Hogan. reebirds, Hall, boat, 10 stars in limbo 

July 1984/COLOA PINUP: Paul Evler- July 1987/COLOA PINUP; Midnight June 1989/COLOR PINUP: Rick 

Inq. Jimmy Valiant, JYD, Fab Ones, Rotkers. Steamboai-Savage, Luger, Steamboat. pega va. Savage, Wal- 
Gagne, Windham, Duggan, Garwins, Sting. nors, Zbyszko, Rhodes. 


August 1984/COLOR PINUP: Sian 


Hansen. Jerry Lawler, Sullivan, Slaugh- 


ter, Blackwell & Palera, Flair. 


October 1984/COLOA PINUP: Billy 
Jack. Kerry Yon Erich, Martel, Blan- 
chard, Fabulous Blonds, Annstrong. 


November 1984/COLOR PINUP: Alck 





AUGUST 1988 


August 1987/COLOR PINUP: Jim Gar- 
vin & Precious. Hogan-Andre, Warriors, 
Windhar-Flair, Gordy, Bigekow. 
October 1987/COLOR PINUP: Ted OF 
Blase. Rie Flalr, Willams, Rockers, Ho- 
gan vs. Steamboal, NWA & WWE. 


November 1987/COLOR PINUP: 


July 1999/COLOA PINUP: Roddy Pip- 
ef. Steamboat, Hogan, Paul E.. Dream 
Toumament. Studd. Muraca. 


August 198S/COLOA PINUP: Lex 


Ege! H n, Ullimate, Steamboat- 
Flair, Road Warriors, Rhodes. 













Martel. Sgt. Slaughter, Von Erich, Road George Steels. Nikita Koloff, Warriors, 
Warriors, Windham, Ratundo, Harts, Hogan, Windham. 
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The 100th j ISSUC of Pro Wresiling: 
Hfustrated was a remarkable publishing 
event. Cover-dated December 1987, 
this 1OO-page super spectacular was 
jam-packed with stunning color and 
special features, including: 

@ The 10 Most Influential Wrestlers 
Of The PW/ Years 

@ the 10 Greatest Events Of The 
PW Years 

@ The PW! Achievement Awards: 

A Retrospective 

@ The First 100 tssues: 

A Special Fan Poll 

@ Behind The Scenes At PW/ 


All this and much, much more was 
included in this magnificent anniversary 
edition. We have limited supplies of this 
newsstand sellout. If you missed it the 
first time around, order now—the 100th 
ISSUe COMES around only once in a 
lifetime! Only $5.00. 


l Make check or money order eae 
l and SENG to: giiesiemesespseisienmenins 
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| Please rush me — copies of the 
100th edition of Pro Wrestling iMlustrated 
i enclose $$.00 for each copy | am ordering. 
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lus. funds only. All ather countries $7,00, 
| Please altow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 
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(Continued from page 7) 





lf Kerry Von Erich left Wortd Class for the NWA, writes Cori Harris, he‘d soon recapture the 
World title. Kerry held that champlonship briefly in 1984. 


When the Dingo Wamnior went 
to World Class, he saw there was 
nothing for him there, so what did 
he do? He went to the WWF, 
changed his name, and won the 
Intercontinental title. You are still 
young. It’s not too late to leave. 

Also, by staying in World Class, 
you are overshadowing your 
brother Kevin. I recall Kevin once 
saying, ‘Iceman Parsons is using 
Kerry to avoid me.” If you left, 
Kevin would become a superstar 
and would probably win the 
World Class otle again. 

You were once the NWA World 
champion. You can do it again, 
but not in World Class. In the 
NWA, you would have the match 
of your life against Lex Luger for 
the U.S. championship. Luger is 
one heck of a wrestler, but he’s 
lost the U.S. belt before and he 


could do it again. Once you have 
defeated Luger, you could easily 
win the World tile like you did in 
1984, 

With you as NWA World cham- 
pion and Kevin as World Class 
champion, the Von Enchs would 
rule wresthng again! 

CORI HARRIS 
lima, OH 


DREAM TIME 

I am one of The Road Warriors’ 
biggest fans. I buy all the maga- 
zines they're in and record all their 
matches. I bought the Summer 
198S issue because of the “Dream 
Match” (Hawk vs. Animal). That 
was the greatest wrestling article I 
have ever read. When I was read- 
ing the article, I felt like all the 
events were actually happening. 

If the Wamors really did split 





Road Wamor Hawk slams Jim Bnunzell. 
Reader Tony Mcintosh predicts that if the 
Wartors ever split up and wrestled each 
other, Hawk would win. 


up, I would have to go with Hawk, 
because he’s more sadistic and a 
lot meaner than Animal. Animal 
right be a tad stronger than Hawk 
in powerlifing, but Hawk could 
beat Animal with his killer instinct, 
his speed, and his strength. 
TONY McINTOSH 
Pataskala, OH 


TAG SPECTACULAR 

Why can’t every tag team wres- 
tle matches like The Brain Busters 
and The Rockers have been hav- 
ing? Your story “Tully & Am vs. 
The Rockers: Tag Team Super 
Bowl—One Year Too Late” (Sum- 
mer 1989) pointed out how com- 
mitted these four great athletes are 
to fag team excellence. Even if 
there is no title on the line, they're 
out there showing us their best. 

It is almost hard to believe that 
just a few years ago, Tully Blan- 
chard was known pnmanly as a 
singles wrestler. It is incredible 
how well he and Am Anderson 
have blended together. With his 
wealth of expenence, Tully has 
taught Am so much about the 
Sport. | 

As for The Rockers, they have 
been sensational since they first 
teamed up as The Midnight Rock- 

(Continued on page 56) 






_ONLY $3.00 EACH 
WRESTLING SUPERSTARS 


Each issue features a spectacular full-color centerfoid 
Action Gallery of one of wrestling’s hottest stars. 
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For the past three years, Ihe September cover-dated 
"SuperCards’’ editions of Pro Wresting Ilusireted 
have set new standards for wrestling journalism. 
Bonus pages, special 12-page colar sections, and 
peerless analysis of the annual spring "SuperCards" 
make the September editions of PVH true collectors” 
items, We have limited supplies of these nawsstand 
sellouls, and they're sure to go last. Only $5.00 each. 
Order today! 


' Make check or money order payable 


{ 
and send to: “SUPERCARDS” 


: - Pa ONLY $5.00 each. 


| ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 
| Please rush meé (he magazines | have 


checked below. | enclose $5.00 (U.S. 
FUNDS ONLY) ior each one | am ordering. 
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Marty Jannetty slams Tully Blanchard and Am Anderson’s heads together. Reader Lee 
Richmond applauds the matches between The Rockers and The Brain Busters. 


MOVING? 


Kindly give us 8 weeks } 
[ advance notice | 


| Are you moving? If so, please give us 8 | 
weeks advance notice so we can continue to 

| service your subs¢:ption promptly. Check the | 

| magazines) listed below you subscribe to: | 
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ers. If Marty Jannetty and Shawn 
Michaels wrestled in singles com- 
petiton, I'm afraid they might be 
too small to do well, but as a tag 
team they are superb. 

If Tully and Am ever do win the 
WWF World belts, the Rockers 
will have to be considered the 
number-one contenders, and vice 
versa. But I will also say this: Either 
team would have a short title 
reign. Why? Because they'd put so 
much into each match and be will- 
ing to defend against so many 
teams that they’d quickly lose their 
enthusiasm for defending the 
belts. 

I wish Demolition were not the 


‘Champions. There is more action 


in 10 seconds of a Rockers-Busters 
match than in 10 minutes of a De- 
molidon-Powers of Pain encounter. 
The power moves aré great, but 
pure sqmentiic wrestling is more 
exciting and more difficult than 
pummelhng, kicking, and 
throwing. 
LEE RICHMOND 
Tampa, FL 


JERRY LAWLER HO KIO KOO KKK KK kk kk 


(Continued from page 48) 








Our most popular back :ssue offer’ Each of these Super Color Specials 
opens up Oo Decome 4 Giant G-page 22° x 32° SuperCenterfold (tour umes 
ihe size of a regular PW! centerfold!). 
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Kerry refuses to let go of his clawhold, even 
though Lawler has managed to reach the 
edge of the ring apron. This type of un- 
tamed viclousness has characterized thelr 
bouts, and made Lawler hated In Texas. 

“That's really up to the public,” said 
Basil. “Perhaps if World Class fans 
stopped booing him, Lawler could pos- 
sibly change his ways. I think that’s an 
option those who care for Kerry 
should pursue. If they don’t, Lawler 
may only get worse and worse.” 

As long as Lawler continues to ty 
to cripple Von Enrich, however, he'll be 
the most hated man in World Class. 
Lawler may have another target for his 
venom as well. When informed that 
Wrestling Superstars had contacted 
Basil conceming a story about him, 
Lawler was incensed. 

“Take your psychological profiles 
and stck ’em,” barked Lawler. “As far 
as I’m concemed, I wrestle the same 
way in World Class that I do in the 
CWA, There's no difference at all ex- | | | 
cept that the officials in World Class | | ! 
are the most biased I've ever seen. | [) SCS #1 PRINT YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CLEARLY | 
“As for the Texas fans,” Lawler spit, } OSCS4#3 name | 
“tell ‘em to go to hell.” | OO SCS #4 | 

| 
| 
| 
| 
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There’s the difference right there. Bs¢sis. 2 See = 
Perhaps Basil is right. Maybe World US CSO i rg 
Class fans should lay off Lawler—not i ee | 
for — sake, but for Kerry se ; ny sor sel SS | 
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The year-end issues of Pro Wrestling Iilustrated 
ale always the most anticipated wrestling 
magazines of the year. And the 1986, 1987, and 
1988 issues made publishing history. Each issue 
is a full 100 pages packed with color and the year- 
end features PWi readers have come to expect. 
We have limited supplies of these newsstand sell- 
outs, So don't be disappointed twice, Orcer your 
copies today. Only $5.00 each. 
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Zeus, the monstrous man who wares Hulk Hogan’ s character Alp in the movie No Holds 


Barred, has begun wrestling In the WWF. 


Zangiev to submit to a figure-four 
legiock. Big Van Vader beat 
Hashimoto in the final. 

The Soviets also won two 
matches on the supporting card. 
Wakha Evilove beat Masa Saito 
of Japan with a cross-armbar, and 
Salman Hashimokov = shocked 
Bam Bam Bigelow with a suplex 
to a pin. 

The movies are on the verge of 
coming to life in the WWF. Zeus, 
the huge muscleman whom the 
Hulk Hogan character Rip wres- 
tles—and defeats—in the upcom- 
ing movie No Holds Barred, made 
his real WWF wrestling debut on 
April 26 in Omaha, Nebraska, and 
easily won two matches. Zeus 
also scored an easy victory on a 
card in Montreal.. 

This appears to be a case of 
Zeus’ ego taking him too far and 
crossing over from fantasy to real- 
ity. He was forced to lose to the 
Hogan character in the movie, 
thereby swallowing a huge blow 


to his ego. it could be that Zeus 
plans to work his way up through 
the WWF ranks and eventually 
land a real-life match against 
Hogan. 

“It sounds ridiculous, but it’s 
probably true,” a WWF insider 
said. “A guy like Zeus probably 
didn't like losing to Rip in the 
movie, but he had no choice be- 
cause that’s what was in the 
script. But you know, even in 
fantasyland, people like Zeus 
don’t like to lose. Now he wants 
to set the record siraight.”’ 

In other WWF news: Hacksaw 
Jim Duggan defeated King Haku 
and has been coronated as the 
new “King of Wrestling.’’ Duggan, 
however, will not be managed by 
Bobby Heenan, who managed 
Haku and former “King’’ Harley 
Race ... Elizabeth told interview- 
ers that she will “support Hulk 
Hogan forever.”’ But is the lovely 
Miss Liz acting out of anger now 
that Randy Savage has taken on 
Shern Martel as his manager? 


And finatly, the Rougeaus and 
The Rockers are at war. St started 
when the Rougeaus accused The 
Rockers of copying their idea for 
a theme song. A braw! ensued 
and Rocker Shawn Michaels had 
to be helped back to the dressing 
room after getting bashed several 
times with Jimmy — Har'’s 
microphone. 

Some new and old faces are 
coming to the NWA. Bran 
Pillman, Scott Hall, and a 
strange—but rather large—individ- 
ual named Lunatic Norman are 
the newcomers; Terry Gordy, for- 
mer Word champion Terry Funk, 
Ricky Santana, and Jim Garin 
are the familiar names returning. 

All six men have reportedly 
been signed by the NWA and are 
scheduled to arrive in the area 
snortly. 





— 
a a 
te 


bo —— oe a od i, 
Brian Piilman, one of the stars of Stampede 
wrestling, has signed with the NWA. 

Pillman, a bright young star 
who made a name for himself in 
the Stampede aréa, is a tag team 
specialist. He held the Stampede 
International tag title with Bruce 
Hart, but has recently pursued a 
singles career. Hall, a former 
AWA World tag team champ, was 
once thought to be the “next Hulk 
Hogan.’ And Norman is an un- 
known who figures to wreak hav- 
oc In the federation. 

At press time, the exact arrival 
date of the newcomers was un- 
known. It is also unclear as to 
whether Funk will pursue the 
World title, currently held by Rick 
Steamboat. C) 
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BACK ISSUES 
ONLY $3.00 EACH 
_ WRESTLING 84-89 


Printed entirely on slick paper, each magnificent issue 
is jam-packed with at least 16 pages of full-color photos 
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Immediate action will be taken. 
Now that you seem to be staying 
in the AWA for a while, do you 
have designs on the World tag 
(cam {itle? 


; When I first came back I did. 


Wahoo McDaniel and myself 
(camed up to beat Zbyszko and 
DeBeers, and Wahoo pinned 
Larry in that mafch, which is av- 
other reason why JT think the time 
is right for a ule change. But get- 
ting back to your question, I’m 
not really interested in (the tag 
(cam Gtie now that my friends 
Brad Rheingans and Ken Patera 
hold the bells. The Olympians 
managed to do what no other 
team for the pasf year could do; 
they defeated Pat Tanaka and 
Pau) Diamond. It was about time 
someone outsmarted those guys at 
(heir own game, the same way 
I'm gonna outsmart Zbyszko at 
his game. 

Wow, you really seem to have a 
one-track mund at this point, 
don’t you? 

(pauses) | guess you’re night. You 
have {o know what it’s like to 
come so close to winning some- 
thing you wanted so badly, just to 
have j( barely escape from your 
prasp. That’s what it fel like 
when Zbyszko dumped me over 
the top rope in that battle royal, I 
had him covered for pins several 
times, and af one point J had him 
down for about 30 seconds, but 
the referee was knocked oul. 
There were those who fell 1 
should have filed a protes( since 
they claim that Larry intentionally 
pushed Gary DeRusha info me. 
But as far as I’m concerned, it 
would have been an exercise in 
fulilitv. | don’t want to be a pa- 
pcr champion. ! won't be satisfied 
until | pin Zbyszko cleanly, with 
no controversy, no disputed deci- 
sions, and no beefing. 


WS: Some recent opponents of Zbys- 
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zko’s have said that the reason 
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(Conunued from page 24) 
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Zenk and Alck Martel once wrestled togeth- 
ér as The Can-Am Connectlon, but Zenk 


quit 


the team because he felt Martel was 


taking all the credit. Now that Martel Is a 
rulebreaker, Zenk Is even more convinced 
he made the right decision. 


WS: 


he’s so tough to beat is because 
he’s a master of psychological 
warfare, that he gets his oppo- 
nents away from their game plans 
by constantly badgering referees, 
arguing with the fans, and stalling 
for minutes at the beginning of 
matches. How do you plan to 
counteract his arilics? 


: Fl ignore him. If he wants to 


stand in the ring and refuse to 
take his jacket off, fet him. Lf he 
wants to argue with the ringside 
fans for 10 minutes, I'll let him 
do that, too. But when tle fime 
comes (o lock up, I’m nol going 
to tet bim out of my grasp for a 
second. I’m fn the finest physical 
condition of my Wwe, and | 
haven't spent all those hours in 
the gym just to look good. I've 
done it fo be faster and have 
more endurance than anyone else. 
You certainly do look impressive. 
In fact, we get more mal about 





WS: 


you from our female fans than 
just about any other star. Does 
the fact that you’re so naturally 
altractive to women serve as a dis- 
traction {0 you? 


: No. On the contrary, I enjoy it 


quile a bit. Naturally, you have to 
kind of pul the fans aside when if 
comes Lime to wrestle, bul I really 
need (the suppori of the people 
out there. Some guys ‘say they 
don’t need it, but there’s no other 
match for when you have an 
arena jammed with people who 
are all supporting you. Right now, 
1] can’t imagine what it would be 
like not {o have the fans backing 
me up. 

Your fonmner partner, Martel, 
seems 10 think he doesn’t need the 
fans anymore. 


: That’s crazy. Thal just goes to 


show you how far down Martel 
has fallen. Al least the fans don’t 
have (o worry about ae. I'll never 
forsake them for the sake of a 
few dollars. Even with all my am- 
bidon, those people out there are 
sill worth more than any fitle 
ever invented. J 





January 1981/Stories include: Valen- 
line, Rhodes, Patera, Von Erich. 
February 1981/Stories include: Zbys- 
zko, Patera, lron Sheik, Wrestling Il, 
March 1961/Stories include: Rich, Sa- 
moans, Blassie, Wrestling Il. 

May 1981/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, DiBiase, Moondogs. 


June 1981/Stories indude: Sammartino. 


Piper, Rich, Martel, 


July 198 1/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Flair, Atlas. 


August 198 1/Stories include: DiBiase, 


Slaughter, Mariel, idol. 
October 1981/Stories include: Funks, 
Rhodes, Race, Sullivan, 
January 1982/Stores include: Rich, 
Steamboat, Sullivan, Sammartino 


March 1982/Stories include: Slaughter. 


Albano, Flair, Race. 


April 1982/Stones include: Brisco, Arm- 


svongs, Valentine, Santana. 
May 1982/Stones include: Backlund. 


Von Ench, Graham, Rich. 
June 1982/Stories includa: Steamboat, 


Reed, Albano, Piper. 


July 1982/Stories include: Rich, Sawyer, 


Flair, Sioamboalt. 


gel 1982/Stories include: Bockwink- 
@ 


leamboat, Mulligans, Piper. 
September 1982/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Hogan, Armstrong, Blair, 
October $982/Stories include: Snuka, 
Rhodes, Santana, Piper. 


November 1982/Stones inciuce: Flair, 


onuka, Piper, Blair. 


December 1982/Stomes include: Snuka, 


Rich, Kamala, Junkyard Dog. 


January 1983/Stories include: Putski, 
iMuraco, Windham, Bockwinkel, 


Februa 
winkel, 


19863/Stornes include: Bock- 
acklund, Rich, Kamala. 


April 1963/Stories include: Rhodes, Ti- 


gar Mask, Sammartino, Bundy. 
May 1983/Stories include: Samoans, 
Von Ench, Rhodes, Orndortt. 


June 1983/Stories include: Windham, 
Martel, Brody, Andre. 
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July 1983/Stories include: Flair, Adonis. 


Sullivan, Zbyszko. 


August 1983/Stories include: Valentine. 


Blanchard, Windham, Street. 
September 1983/Stones include: Ho 
gan, Ellering, Von Erich, Briscos. 
October 1983/Stories include: Race, 
Sawyer, Briscos, Bass. 
November 1983/Stones include: 
Rhodes, Santana, Von Erichs, Kabuki. 
December 1983/Stories Include: Mas- 
| Cafas, Superstar, Von Erich, Zbyszko. 
| January 1984/Stores include: Valen- 
ine, Hogan, Von Ench, Road Warriors. 
March 1984/Siories include; Santana, 
Hogan, Von Ench, Sawyers. 


Apnil 1984/Stories include: Hogan, Biler- 


ing. Yon Erich, Ahodes. 
May 19B4/Siones include: Véndharn, 
Brody, Road Warnors, Junkyard Dog. 
June 1984/Stories include: Von Erich, 
| Gilly Jack, Flair, Armstrong. 
July 1964/Stones include: Rich, Billy 
Jack, Valiant, Von Erich. 
August 1984/Stories inctude: Garvin, 
Sulivan, Freebirds, Street. 
September 1984/Stones include: Von 
Ench, Piper, Steambaat, Billy Jack. 
October 1984/Stories include: Flair, 
Rhodes, Magnum T.A,, Bundy, 
November 1964/Stories include: Billy 
Jack, Von Ench, Piper, Brody. 


December 1984/Stories include: Martel, 


Santana, Von Ench, Steamboat. 
January 1985/Stornes include: Von 
Ench, Warriors, Albano, Kolofts 
February 1985/Stores include: War- 
nors, Santana, Gilly Jack, Nikita Kolofl. 
March 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Warnors, Martel, Rude. 


April 1985/Stories include: Warriors, 


Von Erich-Adams, Flair, Tonga & Snuka. 


May 1985/Stories include: Warriors. 
Backlund, Santana, Rich. 


June 1965/Stories include: Rhodes. 
Windham, Rich, Hogan. 


July 1985/Stones include: Junkyard 
Dog. Reed, Martel, Sunshine, 
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August 1965/BONUS 4-PG. COLOR 


SECTION! Plus: Warnors, Magnum T.A.. 


Sheik & Volkof!, McGraw. 

September 1985/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Von Erich, Savage, R&R Express. 
October 1995/Stories include: Flair, 
Windham, Shultz, Martel. 

November 1985/Stones include: Ho- 


gan, Zoyszko, R&R Express, Yon Enchs. 


December 198S/Stornes include: Rude, 
Fantastics, Muraco, Uncle Elmer. 
January 1986/20th Anniversary Issue! 
10 Greatest Wrestlers, Rhodes, Hogan, 
Sammartino, 

February 1986/Stories include: Hogan, 
Orndor((, Flair, Hansen, 

March 1986/Stones include: Von Ench, 
Duggan, Hansen-Martel. 

April 1986/Stones include: Yon Erich, 
Rude, Lugar, Hogan, Magnum T.A. 
May 1966/Stories include: Zpyszko, Von 
Enchs, Santana-Ventura, Hillbillies, 
June 1986/Siones include: Lugar, Her- 
nandez, Flait-Bockwinkel, Hogan, T.A. 
July 1986/Stories include: King Kong 
Bundy, Kolot vs. Graham, Ric Flair. 
August 3986/Stories include: Snuka, 
Bulldogs, Freebirds, Warriors, Duggan. 
september 1986/Stories include: Fan- 
iastics, Adonis, Morion-Flair, Brody, 
October 1966/Stories include: Nikita- 


Magnum, Nord, Bruno, Kerry, Windham. 


November 1986/Stones include: RAR 
Express, Hogan-Orndort, Von Erich, 
December 1986/Stories include: Flair. 
Bockwinkel, Hogan, Gilbert, Nikita. 
January 1987/Stones include: Heenan, 
Garvins, DiBiase, Bome & Sawyer. 
February 1987/Stories include: Mag- 
num T.A., Gordy, Steamboat-Roberts. 
March 1987/Stones include: Windham, 
Nikita, Acias, Savage-Stearnboat. 

April 1967/Stories include: Hogan, 
Luger, Rich-Lawler, R&R Express. 

May 1987/Stories include: Flair-Nikita, 
Andre-Hogan, UWF, Windham, Hennig 
June 1987/Stones include: Flaiw-Wind- 
ham, Can-Ams, Rhodes-Murdoch., 

July 1987/Stories include: Cometie, Hy- 
att, Luger, Harts, Adams, Hansen. 





BACK ISSUES OF iE 


Don't miss a single issue of the 
magazine that has thnilled wrestling fans 
for two generations, THE WRESTLER. 
Complete your collection of the most 
respected wrestling publication in the 
world today. Supplies are limited. Don't 
delay—order today! 


August 1987/Stories include: Can-Ams, 
Luger vs. Nikila, Fantastics, Koko, Nord. 
September 1987/Stories inciude: Ko- 
loffs, Harts, Duggan, Hennig, Hart. 
October 1987/Stories include: Savage- 
Honky Tonk, Horsemen, Patera, Kerry. 
November 1987/Stones include: Wil- 
farms, Luger. Hogan-Khan, Rich. 
December 1987/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Windham, Lawler, Flar, Beefcake. 
January 1986/Stories include: Nikita- 
Taylor, Warriors, DiBiase-Duggan, 
February 1988/Stories include: Flav. 
Andre-Hogan, New Breed, Kerry. 
March 1988/Stones include: Hogan, 
Luger-Sting, Calgary, Demolition. 

April 1988/Special issue! Starrcade ‘87. 
Survivor Series, AWA & World Class. 
Also: Stnke Force, Luger, Rockers. 
May 1968/Stories include: Horsemen, 
Hogan, Flair, Fantastics, DiBiase. 
June 1988/Stones include: Sting-Fiar, 
DiBiase, Kerry, Nikita, Zerk. 

July 1998/Siones include: Fantastics, 
Hogan, Windham, McMahon, Rich. 
August 1988/Stories include: Savage. 
Windham-Luger split, Demolition, 
Lawler, Ellering, 

September 1988/Stories include: Oug- 
gan vs. Andre, Hogan, Windham. 
October 1988/Stories include: Ahades. 
Fantastics, Hennig, Robderts-Rude. 
November 1988/Stores include: Mid- 
night Ex,, DiBiase, Bossman, Brody. 
January 1989/Stones include: Kevin 
Von, Rougeaus, Horsemen, Hogan. 
February 1989/Stones include: War- 
nors, Ulumate-Hogan, Bigelow-Gordy. 
March 1989/Stores include: Jarrett, 
Flair, Jake-Andre, Bigelow-Windham, 
Apnil 1989/Stories include: Bulldogs. 
Warnors, Andre, Hogan-Savage. 

May 1985/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Savage-Hogan, Dusty, Valentine. 

June 1989/Stories include: Steamboat. 
Martel, Ulumate-Savage, Luger, Flair. 
July 1989/Stories include: Warrior, Ho- 
gan-Bravo, Flair-Steamboat, Rhodes. 
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and tumult of the crowd, one could 
hear the steady thud, thud, thud, the 
sickening impact of blows delivered 
with the velocity of a bullet. 

Again and again, Flair—for he was 
the first to experience Steamboat’s 
wrath—went down before those whiz- 
ane fists as if he kad been shot; he 
looked and acted just like a man who 
had received a bullet in his brain. 

But he was a champion, and though 
Steamboat at this moment was the 
Breatest wrestler in the ring—ergo, the 
world—Flair would not relent. He bat- 
tled Steamboat blow for blow, coun- 
tered cach of the Havwaijan’s moves 
with a bniliant one of his own. Steam- 
boat finally tagged to Hogan and the 
crowd braced silently for the encounter 
for which they had waited a decade. 

Hogan shocked the world when he 
leveled Flair with a perfect dropkick. 
So sudden and swift was Hogan’s ele- 
vauion that the entire audience, includ- 
ing ringside reporters and Savage, 
glanced at the newly installed replay 
Screens (0 make sure it had really hap- 
pened. The blow seriously injured 
Flair. He reeled to the enemy comer 
and was met by a Steamboat chop 
audible to the upper reaches of the 
Rose Bowl. Flair stumbled over to Jus 
comer and conferred with his partner. 
Hogan eyed the two and impulsively 
flew toward them. 

Both on Wall Street and in the ring 
it 15 true that men of great power are 
not necessarily men of great judgment. 
Hogan’s second dropkick attempt took 
neither man by surprise. Savage and 
Flair, with consummate speed, and 
grins that blinded front-row fans, 
grabbed the giant’s legs in mid-air and 
drove fus neck backward into the 
canvas. 

Hogan sooked stunned, bewildered, 
and sullenly infunated, like a baffled 
animal. But suddenly, like a baffled 
and infunated animal, he arose and 
charged. He caught Savage solidly with 
a fermble nght-hand blow that knocked 
him clear across the ring. He lifted 
Flair up with one arm and flung him 
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DREAM MATCH 


(Continued from page 20) 


prove to be a key factor. 


back on the row of cowering reporters. 

While the crowd roared insanely, 
Hogan was like a tnumphant bull that 
has driven his caped antagonist into 
oblivion and has the whole arena to 
humself. Flair went hurtling through 
the ropes lke a battered doll. The 








press thrust up their arms to protect 
themselves. Flair came crashing down 
into a nest of telephones and computer 
terminals, and, at the same moment, 
with his wonderful instincts for battle, 
muttered thickly to the reporters to 
“‘oet me the &*%$ back in there.” 


Savage crushes Steamboat’s laryax with the top rope. Thelr long-standing rivalry was 
rekindled in thls amazing dream confrontation. 





Flair warily eyes the ring after Hogan had 
thrown Alm out 


They pushed Flair up and back in 
through the ropes. He reeled, glassy- 
eyed, babbling like a drunken man. He 
fell into a clinch with Hogan and hung 
on desperately; his brain cleared, and 
the match was on again. Flair swept 
his opponent’s legs from beneath tum, 
and the stunned Hogan discovered 
himself kissing the mat once again. 

Meanwhile, Savage and Steamboat 
had renewed their rivalry in earnest 
outside the ring. It was astounding this 
night to watch Rick Steamboat wrestle. 
His karate had a clean precision to it, 
a kind of military order that was awe- 
some to behold. A senes of chops 
brought Savage to his knees. Steam- 
boat hurled him violently into the 
ropes, smothered him with a flying 
bodypress, and covered him for the 
pin. Good Guys: 1, Bad Guys: 0. 

The advantage was short-lived. No 
sooner had the bell for the second fall 
rung than Randy Savage asserted the 
dominance that had for a year made 
him the most dangerous wrestler in the 
world. In quick succession, he flung 
Steamboat from the ring, pounded 


Hogan’s head against the tumbuckle, 
(Continued on page 64) 





WRESTLING USA, our nodes! magazine (more than 80 pages, In- 
cluding a FULL-COLOR section) is now available to collectors and 
fans. Quantities are limited, So order yours today. 


The All-American Back Issue Offer! 
vx w+ % ONLY $3.00 EACH *& & & 


SPRING 1985 


FALL 1984 


SPRING 1984/Stories indude: Warriors, Kerp' Von 
Erich, Bockwinkel, Santina, Iansen, DiBise. 

SUMMER 1984/Stories include: JYD, Flair-Race, Adame 
Ganin, Sauk tle, Ormdonf, 

FALL 1984Stories loclude: Hogan, Davad Van Erich. 
Plair-Brody, Blanchard, Rude, Valiant. 

WINTER 15SA/Stories include: Kerry Vion Erich, Martel 
Bockwinkel, Piper, Flair-Stcamboat, Frechérds. 

SPRING 1985/Stories include: Wamvors, Hogan, Ajbano, 
Rhodes, Sulinen, Backlund, WWF va. NWA. 

SUMMER 1985/Stories include: Valentine, Windham & 
Rotundo, Warriors, Flairlace, Nikita, Adams. 

FALL 1985/Stories include: Von Enchs, Wamiors, Ho- 
gam-Volkodf, Frecbirds, Magnum, Zbycrko, Garvin. 
WINTER 1985/Stories include: Ormilorff, Warriors. 
Brody, Shultz, Dugstan, Brody, Steele, Piner. 

SPRING 1986/Stories include: AR Express, Wartiors, 
Hogan, Santana, Rude, Williams, Comette, Flair. 
SUMMER 1986)Storics include: Warriors-Russians, Sav- 
age-Hlogan, Kevin Von Ench, Bulldogs, Crockett 

FALL 1986/Storfes include: R&R Express, Lusty, Sav: 
age, Bulldogs, Hansen, Rude, Williams 





WINTER 1985 WINTER 1988 


WINTER 1986/Stories inchudke: Supercars, | logtan, 
Horsemen, Souka, Von Ench, Rude, Cornettc. 

SPRING 1987/Stories Include: Bigelow, Flair, Hogan, 
Luger, Race, Windham, Hyatt, Deleers, Snuka 
SUMMER 1987/Stories include: Windham, Elizabeth. 
Superpowers, Albano, Von Ench, Wilhams 

FALL 1987 Stories include: Malnights. Flur, Steambent- 
Savage. Lager, Piper, Hoghr-Andre, Parsons. 

WINTER 1987Stories indude: |agser-Nikita, Express, 
Hart, Hogan, Hyatt, Lawler, Rotundo, Lane. 

SPRING 1988/Stories Include: Warriors. Hopar-Andre, 
Diltiase, Honky Tonk, T.A.. War Games. 


SUMMER 1988/Storics Include: Luger, Hoan, Comette. 


Hennig, Basdlow, Hyatt. Rude, Strike Force. 

PALL 1988/Stories Include: |Lugcr, Hogan, DiBiase. Ker- 
ry & Hayes, Sting, Savage, Paul E., Gitbert. 

WINTER 198S8/Stories inclade: Sting, Hyatt, Dusty, Rob- 
ents, Ultimate, Powers of Pain. Hives, Garvin. 

SPRING 1989/Stories Include: Savage, Bassman, Sting 
Lawer, Hogan, Luger, Hyatt, Anderson, Parsons. 
SUMMER 1989Stortes include: Steamboat, Hogan. Ro- 
tundo-Steiner, Warnors, Duggan. Tumer, Taylor. 
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and weakened the WWF champ with a 
stunning left hook. He scaled the 
ningpost and, with the precision of a 
marksman, delivered a dropkick that 
permanently reorganized the blond gi- 
ant’s face. 

Hogan’s jaw hung slack, its shat- 
tered bones flapping like a hammock 
in the wind. Hogan’s nose, broken in 
five vastly different pluces, gushed 
blood at a rale approachine the local 
speed limit. Hogan fainted. Savage 
pinned him. The match was even. 

Rick Steamboat confronted a bitter 
truth as the bell for the deciding fall 
rang: His partner, the indomjtable Ho- 
gan, lay crumpled outside the ning, in 
Shock and suffering from a broken 
face. li changed “The Dragon’s’’ strat- 
egy somewhat, bul not as drastically as 
one might think. Steamboat had be- 
(rayed to his wife before the match a 
fantasy he had withbeld from others 
for fear of reprisal. 

‘There will come a time tonight,” 
Rick told fis wife, Bonnie, ‘where | 
will have the opportunity to prove that 
I am the greatest wrestler in the 


DREAM MATCH 


(Continued from page 63) 


world.”? He looked into his wife’s eyes. 

“Tl won't let that opportunity pass.” 
Savage and Flair, of course, had hit- 

tle interest in Steamboat’s delusions of 


grandeur. They pounced on the karate 
master with a viciousness that culled 
the sellout crowd. Referee Kroll did his 
best to maintain the contest’s intended 





one-on-one format, but without the 
(hreat of disqualification at his dispos- 
al, the task proved futile. 

Kroll’s next consideration would be 
to decide at which point he would have 
to rule Steamboat unable ‘o continue; 
Savage and Flair, seemingly unnterest- 
ed in taking the pio, were not making 
the referee’s job any easier. 

Steamboat, unwilling to quit, fought 
on instinct alone. But his blows, at 
maybe 10 percent their normal force, 
would have been taughable if they 
weren’t so pathetic. Finally, Flair and 
Savage huddled in their comer. It was 
time for them {o take their victory, 
and they knew KrolJl could not make 
the count while both men were sull in 
the mng. Flair jumped down to the 
stadium’s lawn, threw his hands up n- 
umphantly, and went (o retmeve his 
robe from the nng attendant. 

Savage, excited that Flair had eft 
him the responsibility of the kil, let 
Oul a scream and floored Steamboat 
with a kick to the midsection. Gasping 
for air, “The Dragon”’ collapsed to the 

(Continued on page 66) 


Hogan suffered a broken nose at the hand of Savage that left him unable to compete in the third fall 
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(above). Left alone to battle Savage and Flair, Steamboat would shine like never before (below). 








Rail ng Abode big include: Palera, 

tana, Albano. 

Apell 1$80/Stories include: Hogan. Rich, 
Mascaras. 


Snuka, 
Backlund, 


May 1980/Storias include: Sammarin, 
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Murdoch, Mulligan, Bockwinkel. 
June 1980/Stories includs: Putski, An- 
dré, Hemandez, Keim. 


August 1980/Stories include: Sammar- 


lino, Wrestling Ii, Baker, Koloft. 


September 1980/Sioriés include: Mas- 


caras. Rhodes, Lard, ron Sheik. 
November 1980/Stones include: 
Rriodes, Putski, Bockwinkel, Koloff. 


Janua 
Snuka, 


1981/Stories include: Race, 
orales, Slater. 


April 1881/Stones include: Albano, 


Sammanino Jr., Race, 


MoGraw. 


May 1981/Stories include: Iron Shelk, 
Von Ench, Backlund, Santana. 

June 1881/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Hansen, Piper, Gagne. 
September 198 1/Stories include: 
Palera, Kolofl, Khan, Junkyard Dog. 


January 1982/Stones include: Flair, Ho- | 


gan, Race, Humperdink. 
Febmary 1982/Stories include: Valan- 
bne, Flalr, Steamboat. Rhodes. 


March 1982/Stories include: Rich, Back- 


lund, Idol, Spoiler, 


April 1982/Siorias include: Ahodes, An- 


dra, Von Erich, Piper. 
May 1982/Stones include: Backlund, 


Rhodes, Hogan, Von Erich. 


June 1982/Slones include: Valentine, 
Von Erich, Slaughter, Morales. 
July 1982/Stories include: Hogan, 


Ahodes, Steamboai, Adonis. 


August 1982/Siaries include: Andre, 
Bockwinkel, Steamboat, Backlund. 


September 1982/Stories include: Allas, 


Piper, Lawler, Brody. 


October 1982/Stones include: Aich, An- 


dre, Piper, Dillon. 
November 1982/Stories include: Flair, 
Snuka, Von Erich, Slaughter. 
Oecember 1962/Siories include: Mulli- 
gan, Rich, Lawler, Grand Wizard. 
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1983/Stones indude: Rhodes, 
iBiase, Race. 
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March 1983/Siories include: Junkyare 
Dog, Graham, Johnson, Funk. 
April 1983/Stories include: Snuka, 
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Patera, Kabuki, Rich. 


1983/Stones include: Rich, Snuka, ° 


Sullivan, Sieamboat. 


June 1983/Siones include; Studd, Gar- 


vin, Rogers, Orton. 


July 1983/Stories include: Hogan, Free- 
birds, Rhodes, Youngdlood. 
August 1983/Storles include: Junkyard 
Oog, Garvin, Sullivan, Lawler, 
September 1983/Stories include: Zbys- 
zko, Piper, Andre, Hayes. 
October 198.2/Stories include: Wrestling 
Il, Backlund, Junkyard Dog, Rhodes. 
November 1983/Stones include: Ho- 
gan, Reed, Von Ench, Dillon. 
December 1983/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Samoans, Valiant, Road Warriors. 
larch 1984/Storles include: Junkyard 
Dog, Rich, Rhodes, Garvin. 
Apn) 1984/Slorles include: Flair, Steam- 

| boat, Superstar, Windham. 

May 1984/Stories include: lron Sheik, 

Steamboat, Rotundo, Von Erich. 

June 1984/Slorias include: Flair, 

| Slaughter, Comette, DiBiase. 

July 1984/Siones include: Vakant, Flair, 
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Martal, Wrestling It. 


August 1984/Storias include: Junkyard 
| Dog, Magnum T.A,, Idol, Spoiler, 
September 1984/Stories induce: Mar- 
tel, Brody, Von Erich, Iron Sheik. 
| October 1694/Stories include: Billy 
| Jack, Road Warriors, Steamboat, Piper. 
November 1984/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Rich. Hernandez, Warriors. 
December 1984/Storles include: Ho- 
gan, Warmiors, Sullivan, Magnum T.A. 
January 1985/Stories include: Magnum 
TA, Rhodes, Atlas, Von Erich. 
1985/Stories include: Rich, 
aliani, Flair. 
March 1985/Stones include: Backlund, 
Billy Jack, Kolotfs, Von Erichs. 
April 1985/Stories include: Warriors, Al- 
bano & Hogan, Steamboat, Gordy. 
May 1985/Stones include: Slaughter, 
Garvin, Albano, Kolofts. 
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| June 1985/Stories induce: Warriors. 
Slaughter, Von Erichs, Studd & Patera. 
July 1985/Slories include: Hogan, Von 
Ench, Nikita, Warriors 
August 1985/Stories include: Wrestle- 
mania, Zoyszko vs. The Tonga Kid. 
September 1985/Stories include: Piper, 
Fla, Fantashes, Megnum T.A. 
October 1995/Stories include: Russian 
menace, Von Erichs, Rude & Barr. 


boal, Adams, Freebirds. Cornette. 
December 1985/Stories include: San- 
lana, Brody, Andersons, Murdoch. 
January 1986/Stornes include: Stcam- 
boat, Mike Von Erich. Warriors. 
February 1986/Stones include: A'n'R 


March 1986/Stories include: Windham 
| & Rotundo, Warnors-Russians, Rude. 
April 1886/Stories incluve: Scorn Hall. 
Rnodes, Flar, Andre, 8:ll Watts 
May 1986/Stories include: Randy Sav- 
age, Sian Hansen, Rock ‘n' Rolls. 
June 1986/Stories include: Bulldogs, 
Vindham-Flair, Lance Von, Blanchard. 
July 1986/All-American Special Issue. 
Stories include: Hogan, Slaughter, T.A. 
August 1986/Stones incude: Wresile- 
| Mania 2, Garvins, Martel, Fab Ones. 

September 1986/Stones include’ 

Andre,Rhodes-T.A., Adams, Windham. 

October 1986/Stories include: Flair-Lu- 

gar, Savage, Fantastics. Warriors. 

November 1986/Stories include: War- 

fiors-Flair, Bulldogs, Watls, Adams. 

December 1966/Stories include: Ho- 

gan-Adonis, R&R Express, Baby Doll. 

January 1987/Stones include: Rude- 

Flair, Piper, T.A., Taylor. 

February 1987/Stories include: Hogan- 

Piper-Orndortt, Taylor, Flair. 

March 1997/Stories incude: Flair, 

Missy, Luger, Bulldogs, Koloffs. 
| April 1987/Stories include: Windham, 

Steamboat, Ellenna, Duggan. 

May 1987/Stones includa: Windham & 

Luger, Sleamboat, Hogan-Andre. 

June 1987/Siories include: Piper-Ado- 

nis, Horsemen. Adams, Hall, Brocty. 


July 1987/Stones inciude: Danny Davis. 


OrBiase, Rockers, Rotundo, Andersons. 
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November 1985/Siones include: Steam- 


| Express. Warriors, Mulligan & Windham. 





Be sure to fill in the gaps in your 
collection of INSIDE WRESTLING, ‘‘The 
magazine that rips the lid off pro 
wrestling.” Get all the information you 
need to keep up on the pro wrestling 
scene. Don't be left out. Avoid 
sellouts—order today! 


August 1987/Stories include: Ousty & 
Nikita, Hogan, Mike Von, Gomette. 
September 1987/Stories includa: Ho- 
gan-Race, R&A Exp., Rich, Honky Tonk, 
October 1987/Stones include: R&A Ex- 
press, Hogan, Taylor-Adams, Lauter. 
November 1987/Stones include: War 
Games, Mr. T, Buldogs, Rhodes. 
December 1987/Stories include: Free 
birds, Rhodes, Magnum, Savage, Perez. 
January 1984/Siories include: R&A- 
Horsemen, Hogan, Flai-Garvin. 
February 1968/Stones include: Savage, 
Kevin Von, Sting, Tully & Arn. 

March 1968/Stones include: Bigelow, 
Adams, Kolotf, Honky Tonk. Freebirds. 
April 1988/Stories include: Luger-Flair, 
Ultimate Warnor, Andre-Hogan-DiBiase. 
May 1988/Stories include: Zbyszka, Oi- 
Biase, Warriors, Rockers, Fritz Von. 
June 1988/Stones include: Wamors. 
Savage, R&R Exprass, Baby Doll. 

July 1988/Stories include: Hogan-Sav- 
age-DiBiase. Kerry & Hayes. Sting. 
August 1888/Stones include: Savage, 
Missy Hyatl, Sting, Hayes. Honky Tonk. 
September 1968/SPECIAL ISSUE: Col- 
ot coverage of WMIV, Parade of 
Champs, Crockett Cup. Pius: Lavéet. 
Von Ench. Hart, Cometie. 

October 1988/Siones include: 
Megapowers vs. Megabucks, Horse- 
men, Lawer. 

November 1988/Stones include: Kerry 
vs, Lawler, Windharn, Luger, Muraco. 
December 1988/Stories include: Pow- 
ars of Pain, Ulymate, Flair. Piper. 
January 1999/Stones include R&A Ex- 
press, Hogan. Sting, Am, Kerry-Lawier. 
February 1989/Stones include: Hogan- 
Bossman, Tully & Am, Warriors-Wind- 
ham-Sonq. 

March 1989/Siones Include: Hennig, 
Midnights-Midnighis, Fuller & Goldan, 
Ulimate. 


May 1989/Stores include: Hogan, Stein- 


er, Morton, Bad Co., Tayior. 

June 1989/Stories include: Hoqan-Sav- 
aoe. Luger, Sieamboal-Flair. 

July 1$89/Siones include: Savage. 
Windham, Kerry, Demolition, Sting. _ 
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The December 1988 edition of The Wrestler was a 
collectors’ dream! It included a dynamic eight- 
page FULL-COLOR section featuring ‘‘The 
Superstars Of A Super Summer’’ competing in 
some of 1988's greatest cards and matches! 
Included in this exciting full-color section: Hulk 
Hogan, Sting, Randy Savage, Lex Luger, Rick 
Rude, The Ultimate Warrior, Jerry Lawler, Ric 
Flair, Hacksaw Duggan, The Fantastics, Dusty 
Rhodes, Ted DiBiase, Barry Windham, The Honky 
Tonk Man, and Nikita Koloff! Also included in this 
magnificent special issue is a full analysis of the 
summer's top action, plus all the regular V/restler 
Stories and features. This issue was a newsstand 
sellout, but we have a limited number of back 
issues available for the collectors’ bargain price of 
only $5.00 each. Don't be disappointed—order 
yours today! 
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DREAM MATCH 


(Continued from page 64) 





Ric Flalr retired after the match, believing 
there would be no way to top this ultimate 
sporting event. 


mat. Savage pumped his fist in the air 
and quickly mounted the turnbuckles. 
Obviously pleased with himself and en- 
joying the view of his helpless foe be- 
low, the ‘Macho Man” remained on 
the turnbuckles for what seemed an 
eternity. It would be a hormble mis- 
lake, because while he was sizing 
Steamboat up, he was completely un- 
aware that he, 100, was being sized up. 

He leaped toward the middle of the 
ring where Steamboat lay. But before 
his elbow could umpact against Steam- 
boat’s head, ‘The Dragon’s” knee 
found its way to Savage's solar plexus. 
The ‘‘Macho Man” would not be able 
to breathe till well after Kroll made his 
three-count. 
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Steamboat had made good on his 
vow to Jus wife, and after a short hos- 
pital stay, he would be able to enjoy 
what he accomplished. 

After four months, Savage recovered 
from a tom abdomen. He and Eliza- 
beth reconciled and opened a chain of 
‘Macho Man’? men’s clothing and 
firearm stores across the country. 

Flair told a press gathering that he 
was relimng, having participated tn the 
ullimate sporting event. 

Hogan undenvent reconstructive sur- 
gery to repair his damaged face. He 
left the mng for a career in Hollywood. 
In 1996, he would be nominated for 
an Academy Award for his portrayal 
of ‘‘Amoo, The Space Warmor’’ in 
Martin Scorcese’s first science-fiction 
film, Milky-Way Mayhem. CJ 
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Spolier, Graham. Andra. 
October 1980/Hogan, Fiair, Wrestling Il, 


Super BD." 


January 1981/Morales-Fuji. Zbyszko. 
Thomton, Keirn. 
June 1881/Morales-Khan, Lawler, 


States, Piper, 


September 198 1/Gackiund-Mosca, 
Freebirds, Flaw, Aich, Junkyard Dog. 
November 198 1/Ahodes-DiGlasa, 
Steambow, Mulfigan, McDaniel, Spoiler. 
December 198 1/Muraco-Morales, 
Patera, Steele, Andra. 
March 1982/Valentine, Brisco-Funk, 
Steelo, Flair, Hayes. 
fer, Idol-Rayes, Mo- 


April 1982/S 
aa aac , Ladd. 
May 


1982/Rich-Flair, Backlund, Super- 
slar, Dillon, Wrestling II. 
June 1982/Tommy Rich, Jimmy 
Souka, Wrostiers rate each other. 
duly 1942/Steamboal-kios, Albano, 
Ahodes, Patera. 
August 1962/Piper-Rich, Flair-Slater, 
Rhodes, Valentina. Bockwinxel. 
October 1982/Funk-Abdulish, Oricn, 


Kabuki, Von 


November 1982/Piper, Abdullah, Saito. 
Aascaras. 


Von Erich, t 


December 1982/Backiundflose, 
Rihodes-Flalr, Aloano, Humpercink. 
1982/Rich, McDanle-Valen- 
une. Patera, Brisco, Bockwinkel 
February 1983/Flair-Race, Morales- 
Rose, Patera, Bravo, Spover. 
March 1963/Fiair-Bass, Snuke, Sull- 
van, Sleamboat, Patera. 
1963/Backiind-Graham, Briscos, 
es, Hogen, Samears. 
fday 1983/Muraco, Dillon, Sullivan, 
Reed, Brisco, Von Erich. 
June 1983/Piper, BockwinkelPatter- 


son, Brody, Sufivan, Beha. 


Juby 1963/Valiant-Humperdink, Martel, 
Hemandez, Murdoch, Armstrong. 
October 1983/Martel-Valentine, Muilll- 
gan, Lavier, Von Enchs, Bruno. 
November 1963/Andre-Mulliqan, Ka- 
mala-Brocy, Slater, Backlund. 
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sen, Maric, Parsons, Von Ench. 
March 1964/Starrcade 83, Closeurs 
on Atlanla and Dallas cards. 
April 1984/Von Erich-Gordy, Dillon & 
NagasaW, Graham, DiBiase, Ormndortt. 
Kay 1984/Le r, Assassins, 
| The Men Who Make Wrestling Fy! 
| June 1984/Windham-Flair, Glibert, 
| Sawyer, Bockwinkol, Tsuruta. 
July 1984/Flalr-Gordy, Duggan, Blan- 
| chard, Brisco, AWA tag tourny. 
August 1984/Rich & Gilbert, Adams- 
Hayes, Von Erich, Faces Ot Wrestling. 
September 1984/Flair-Steamboat, 
| Freebirds-Von Erichs—Special covar- 
age of two dig cards. 
October 1984/Sullivan-Rhades, Fraa- 
| birds video, Ailas, Orange Bowl card. 
November 1984/Von Erich & Billy 
Jack, Andre, Fab Ones, Summer Warsl 
December 1984/Rich-Gilben, Mariel, 
Mascaras, Youngblood, World Class. 
January 1985/Flalr-McDanicl, Missing 
Link, Backlund, Fabulous Ones, Pro 
Wresténg USA, Valentine. 
February 1985/Sullivan~Granam, Her- 
nandez & Nicola Roberts, Bruno Jr,, 
Steamboal, Warriors. 
March 1965/Starrcade ‘64 featuring 
Flair, Rhodes, Steamboal, Koloffs, 1985 
Datebook, Hayes, wrestling school. 
April 1985/Von Erich-Blackwell, 
rr, Mart, lavins, 1984 in Pic- 
tures, Bla. 
May 1985/Albano, Freebdirds-Flair, 
Steamboal, Hemandez, Las Vegas. 
June 1985/Pro Wrestling U.S.A, Von 
Erich, Richter, Windham, Tayior. 
July 1985/Von Erich, WrestleMania, 
| binodies! matches, Backlund, Snuka. 
| Augus! 1985/Flair-Nikita, Omdortt, 
| Slaughter, Parade of Champions ll. 
| September 1985/Adams-Von Erich, 
Omortt, Sawyer, Kamala, Barr. 
October 1985/Martel-Hayes, Aichlar, 
Savage, Adams, Y.A., Warriors. 
November 1985/Freebinds-Warrlors, 
Mid-South, Haynes, Rhodes, Savage. 


February 1986/Junkyard Gog, Rude, 
Patnck, Gann, Reed, Datebook. 

March 1986/Starrcade ‘85, Ventura, 
Wincham, Sunshine, Slaughter. 

April 1986/Savage-Hogan, Marte-Han- 
sen, 1995 in Pictures, Warriors, Biase. 
May 1986/Sammartino, A&A Express, 
Sunshine-Hyatt, Slater, Devastating 
Holds, Hall & Hennig. 

June 1986/Hogan-Muraco, ri a 
Express. Froebirds, Battle ol Belts Il. 
July 1986/Orndortt-Piper, Blanchard- 
T.A., Matches of "80s, Sheepherders, 
Bockwinkel, Bulldogs. 

Augusi 1986/Crockett Cup Toumy, 
Jake Aoberts, Midnight Rockers, Von 
Erichs, Wrestling il. 

Septernber 1986/Bulldogs, Blanchard- 
Gibson, Lugar. Dundes, UWF foumy. 
October 1986/Omdorf!, Rude-Brody, 
Bash, Gockwinkel, Gorcy, Adams. 
November 1986/Andersons-R2A Ex- 
press, Machine, Gordy, Managers. 
December 1986/Machines, Fantastics, 
Warnors, WWF Muchnick Tourny. 
January 1987/Aussians, tt-Dark 
Journey, WWF Top 50, Fab Ones. 
February 1987/Road Warrlors,Savago, 
Windham & Lugar, 1997 Datebook. 
March 1937/Kamala-Hogan, Stasrcade 
86, Atlas, Wihams, Tatum 

Apel 1987/1986 In Pictures, Kevin Von, 
Flair, Rich, Hennig-Bockwinkel. 

May 1987/Nikita-Fiair, arnt A}ba- 
no's career, Snuka-DeBeers, Taylor. 
June 1587/Rogan-Andre, Hall, Par- 
eons, Garvin, WWF litle history. 


July 1987/Midnight Express, Savago- 
Steambsat, Adame, A in Boston. 
August 1997/Nord-Kevin, Anmstrong- 
Flair, Hogan & Patera, Crockett Cup. 
September 1887/Hogan, Akbar, Lugot- 
Nikita, Sumrner Feuds, chanty shows. 
October 1987/Windham, Bigalow, 
Bockwinkel, Wester Stales toumy. 
November 1987/Bash, Honky Tonk, 
Hart, Sheepherders, Concray. 
Decembar 19987/G ing Ghouls, 
Hogan-Andre, Luger-Nikita, Boesch card 


Make Check Payable And Send To: 





Now is the time to complete your 
collection of SPORTS REVIEW 
WRESTLING, the magazine jam-packed 
with action photography and in-depth 
stories. Don’t miss out on an issue. 
Quantities are limited, so order today! 
(NOTE: Cover stories noted in 


January 1988/Honky Tonk, Garvin, 
T.A. career, Arcidi, Hogan 

February 1988/Rhodes, Sirlke Force, 
Rich-Adonis, Hyati, 1988 datebook. 
March 1946/Starrcade, Survivor Se- 
nes, Simpson, Hennig, Zpyszko. 

Apsil 1968/1987 tn Pictures, Tully & 
Arm, DiBiase, Kerry, Orton 

May 1988/Hawk-Flalr, Andre-Hogan, 
Dangerously, Duggan, Mike George. 
June 1888/Luger-Tully, DiBlase, Ad- 
ams, NWA New York invasion. 

July 1988/Savage wins WWF toumey, 
Rockers-Express, Hayes, Dusty-Rider. 


| August 1968/Luger and Sting win 


Crockett Cup, Savage-DiBiase, Nasty 
Boys, Ultimate Warrior. 

September 1988/Predictions Through 
1998, Wiliams, Ahodes, Bad Company, 
preatest Garden maiches. 

October 1988/Midnight Rockers, 
Sting. Taylor, Kelolf, Rat Young Lions. 
November 1988/AR&R Express, Honky 
Tonk, Von Erichs, Great American Bash 
December 1966/Waniors, Sarmnoan 
SWAT Team, Han, Andre, Presidential 
Wrestlers. 

January 1989/Jake-Cheryl-Rude, 


| Sting, Lawier, Flair, Savage's career. 









February 1989/The Champions in ‘89, 
Duggan, Roberts, 1969 datebook 

April 1989/Starrcade ‘88, Savage-Ho- 
gan, Funk-Mulligan, Heenan, Abdullah. 
May 1989/Royal Rumble, WrestleMa- 
nia, Rhodes, Lawler, Horsemen. 

June 1989/Chi-Town Rumble, Hogan- 
Towers, R&R Express, Rougeaus. 

July 1989/WresitleMania V, Sting, 
Steamboat, Martel vs. Rude, Embry. 
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a Bor 10eEes 


TOP 10 TAG TEAMS 

RICK STEAMBOAT DEMOLITION 
238, Honolulu, Hi Combined placa 585 ola 
NWA World champlon WWF Work! tag team champloas 
ke mene 
WWF World praia Be et WAL Gain title 
LEX LUGER MIKE ROTUNDO & STEVE WILLIAMS 
268, Chicago, IL Combined weight: 510 pounds 

. heavyweight champion NWA World tag team champions 
RIC FLAIR RICK S STEINER & EDDIE GILBERT 
223, Minneapois, MN Combined weight: 470 
No. 2 contender: NWA ttle U.S, tag taam cha 
RANDY SAVAGE AKEEM & BIG BOSSMAN 
No. 2 contender: WWF title Not petit WWE lag team tite 
STING THE SAMOAN SWAT TEAM 
260, Venice Beach, CA ipl woelght’ §10 
NWA TV champion pe an tite 
RICK RUDE ThE BUSHWHACKERS 
246, Robbinsdale, MN Aa alsaeh weight: Se a otis 
WWF intercontinental champion WWF tag team tithe 
LARRY ZBYSZKO KEN PATERA & BRAD RHEINGANS 
248, Pitisburgh, PA Combined weight: 504 pounds 
AWA World champion AWA Worid tag team champions 

OTHE UL ULTIMATE WARRIOR TULLY BLANCHARD | & ARN ANDERSON 
ns, NY Comb:ned weight: 464 
No. 1 contender: WWF I-C title No. 3 contenders: WWF tag team title 
JOHN PAUL & TRACEY SMOTHERS 


m cham 


Combined weight: 483 pounds 
CWA tig 





NWA 
World Champion: 
RICK STEAMBOAT 
238, Honolulu, HI 
1—LEX LUGER 
268, Chicago, IL 
2—RIC FLAIR 
243, Minneapolis, MN 
3—STING 
260, Venice Beach, CA 
&—MICHAEL HAYES 
255, Marétia, GA 
5—THE GREAT MUTA 
245, Tokyo, Japan 
6—RICK STEINER 
248, Detroit, Mi 
7—THE IRON SHEIK 
263, Teheran, fran 
8—BUTCH REED 
265, Kansas City, MO 
S—BOB ORTON 
245, Kansas City, KS 
10—DICK MURDOCH 
280, Waxahachie, TX 
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World Champton: 


HULK HOGAN 
302, Venice Beach, CA 


1—RICK RUDE 

245, Robbinsdale, MN 
2—RANDY SAVAGE 

245, Sarasola, FL 
3—THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR 

280, Queens, NY 
4—BRUTUS BEEFCAKE 

273, San Francisco, CA 
5—JAKE ROBERTS 

246, Stone Mountain, GA 
6—HACKSAW DUGGAN 

280, Glens Falls, NY 
7—CURT HENNIG 

235, Minneapolis, MN 
8—TED DiBIASE 

247, Omaha, NB 
9—DINO BRAVO 

256, Montreal, Quebec 

10—BRET HART 
235, Calgary, Alberta 


AWA 


World Champion: . 


LARRY ZBYSZKO 
248, Pittsburgh, PA 


1—GREG GAGNE 

220, Robbinsdale, MN 
2—KEN PATERA 

256, Portland, OA 
3—WAHOO McDANIEL 

280, Midland, TX 
4—TOM ZENK 

237, Minneapolis, MN 
5—SGT. SLAUGHTER 

310, Parris tsland, SC 
6—COL. DeBEERS 

248, Cape Town, South Africa 
7—DERRICK DUKES 

235, Boston, MA 
8—BRAD RHEINGANS 

248, Appleton, MN. 
S—MIKE GRAHAM 

232, Tampa, FL 

10—DUSTY RHODES 
302, Austin, TX 


WORLD CLASS 
World Class Champton: 
JERRY LAWLER 
234, Memphis, TN 
1—ERIC EMBRY 
225, Lexington, KY 
2—MATT BORNE 
235, Portland, OR 
3—KERRY VON ERICH 
260, Denton, TX 
4—BRICKHOUSE BROWN 
225, Winter Haven, FL 
5—JEFF JARRETT 
200, Hendersonville, TN 
6—JIMMY JACK FUNK 
243, Portland, OR 
7—THE ZODIAC 
240, parts unknovm 
8—ICEMAN PARSONS 
245, St. Louls, MO 
9—CRRIS ADAMS 
228, Stratford, England 


10—KILLER BROOKS 
254, Waxahachie, TX 


Top I0 and Tag Team ratings are based on won- 
lost records for the past month, quality of 
opposition, and inkerent slall of each wrestler or 
team. These ratings are compiled by the 
magazine's editonal board, Most Popular and 
Most Hated ralngs are based on nationwide 
telephone and arena surveys of wrestling fans and 
on the volume and character of mail that comes to 
our Offices. All other ratings are based on the 
official current positions of challengers fo the top 
iile in each cafegory; certain ntieholders receive 
an automatic spot in the raungs. 


MOST POPULAR 


HULK HOGAN 
302, Vence Beach, CA 


Last issue: No. 1 Most Popular 


STING 
260, Venice Beach, CA 


Last issue: No. 2 Most Popular 
THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR 


280, Queens, NY 
Last issne: No. 


LEX LUGER 
268, Chigago. IL 


Last kesue- No. 5 Most Popular 


BRUTUS BEEFCAKE 
2793. San Francisco, CA 


Last isso: No, 10 Moat Popular 


RICK STEAMBOAT 


RICK STEINER 
248. Dovo't, Mi 


Last legue: No. 4 Mast Popular 


HACKSAW DUGGAN 
260, Glens Falls, NY 


Last Bogue: No. 7 Most Popular 


ERIC EMBRY 
225, Lexington, KY 
Last Issue: unrated 


1 DUSTY RHODES 
302, Aust, TX 


_Last Issue: No. 8 Mast Popular 


STAMPEDE 


North American Champion: 
DAVEY BOY SMITH 
245, Leeds, England 
1—CHRIS BENOIT 
218, Edmonton, Alberta 
2—-LARRY CAMERON 
280, Chicago 
3—JOHNNY SMITH 
235, Manchester, England 
4—BRUCE HART 
211, Calgary, Alberta 
5—STEVE BLACKMAN 
270, Philadelphia, PA 
6—MAKHAN SINGH 
380, Saginav, Mi 
7—KERRY BROWN 
295, Kansas City, MO 
8—VULIKAN SINGH 
300, Billings. MT 
9—RICKY RICE 
230, Edina, MN 
10—ANGEL OF DEATH 
310, Los Angeles, CA 


3 Most Popudar 


MOST HATED 
RANDY SAVAGE 


243, Minneapolis, MN 


RICK RUDE 

246, Robbinsdale, AIN 
Last Issue: unrated 
MICHAEL HAYES 
255, Manatia. GA 
Last nse: 


BIG BOSSMAN 
348, Cobb County, GA 


Lest tesue: No. 3 Most Hated 


a MAE 
__ Last eum uargted 


7 LARRY een 


TED DIBLASE 
247, Omaha, NB 
Last Issue: erat 


1 BRICKHOUSE BROWN 


225, Vinter Haven, FL 
Last Issue: unrated 


CWA 


CWA Champion: 
JEFF JARRETT 
200, Hendersonville, TN 
1—JERRY LAWLER 
234, Memphis, TN 
2—DUTCH MANTEL 
224, Oil Trough, TX 
3—HUMONGOUS 
245, parts unknown 
4—ROBERT FULLER 
257, Dyresburg, TN 
5—]IMMY GOLDEN 
235, Montgomery, AL 
6— THE MASTER OF PAIN 
320, paris unknown 
7—PERRY JACKSON 
280, Ft. Bragg, NC 
8—TONY ANTHONY 
235, Bucksnonh, TN 
9—PRIL HICKERSON 
208, Memphis, TN 
10—BRIAN LEE 
242, St. Petersburg, FL 


WRESTLING 


. 2 Most Hated 





OFFICIAL 








RATINGS 


For period ended May 4, 1989 





CUMULATIVE RATINGS 


These ratings are based on the past fee issues of this magazine. We 
have examined our ratings for each of those issues—in our Top 10 and 
Tag Team calegories only—and assigned each position a point value: 
10 points for a number-one rating, nine for a nuriber-two ranking, and 
s0 on down to ane point for a number-10 rating. The point values for all 


wresters in the past five issues have been compiled, alowing a maxt- 
mum of 50 points. Each issue we'd present the top five finishers in 
each category. While our regular ratings reflect tha past rnonth, these 
cumulative ratings give an indication of wider trends im Ue sport. 


SINGLES 

1—RANDY SAVAGE .. cia tgarfegspsbeatas »45 points 
2—RIC FLAIR Sh NAR, Ma en FC points 
S—LEX LUGER cccusestesbensersiassverssstopadurasenene 28 points 
A—RULK HOGAN vo sccsesseseteetnes peosvererncereZed POMS 
TAG TEAMS 

1—THE ROAD WARRIORS.......cceren 47 points 
2—DEMOLITION 1a Hinds bia Hided qereisliis ntacte? OUTS 
3—TULLY BLANCHARD & ARN ANDERSON..29 points 
4—BOBBY EATON & STAN LANE.......0008 .. 2/7 points 


5—THE WARLORD & THE BARBARIAN ........17 points 


ACW: ACW champion—Doug Somers; 1—Bobby Fulton; 2—Nikita 
Koloff; 3—Nelson Royal; 4—Sam Houston; 5—Don Kernodle; 6—Colt 
Steel; 7—Ivan Koloff; 8—Tommy Angel; 9—Samoan Tai; 10—Basher. 


CWS continental champlon—Wendell Cooley; 1—Dan Davis; 2—Bill 
Dundee, 3—Adrian Steet: 4—Rick Morton; 5—Masa Chono; 6—Mike 
Davis; 7—Todd Morton; 8—Jackie Fulton; 9—Don Harris; 10—Ron Fuller. 


ECW: icw champion—Tony Atiss; 1—Don Muraco; 2—IWan Pulski; 
3I—Joe Savoldi; d—Vie Steamboat; 5—Ken Patera; 6—Invader Il; 7—~ 
Colt, DeBeers; 8—Robbie Ellis; $—Fred Curry: 10—Steve Keim. 


PNW exw champion—The Grappler; 1—Corl Styles; 2~Buddy 
Rose; 3—Steve Doll; 4—Scott Peterson; 5—Art Sam; 6—Nerd the 
Barbanan; 7—Cal. DeBeers: 8—The Amencan Warrior; 9—Rex King: 
10—Joey Jackson. 


PW: PWF champlon—Dusty Rhodes: {—Al Perez; 2—Big Steel 
Men; 3—Bam Bam Bigelow; 4—Termry Funk; 5—Scott Hall; 6—Mike 
Graham; 7—Dustin Rhodes; 8—Jim Backlunc; 9—Steve Kein; 16— 
Lou Perez. 


wwe: WWC champion —Carlos Colon; 1—Steve Strong; 2—!nveder |: 
3J—Adduliah (he Butcher; 4—Kamala; 5—TNT; 6—Chicky Stam; 7—Dan 
Kroffat; 8B—Hercules Ayala; 9—Miguel Perez Jr.; 10—Tatsumi Fujinami. 





RATINGS ANALYSIS 


This column will tell fans how we go about 
rating nearly 200 wrestlers in 18 different categories. Itis a 


behind-the-scenes look at the most important—and 
respected—ratings system in the sport. This column is vital 
aerelellatemcolm-liMud ty Clas Bic uite 





It’s a ratings revolution! Never in the history of Wres- 
ting Superstars have our ratings undergone such a major 
revamping as they have this issue. But we're always look- 
ing for new ways to provide you with more information, 
and, boy, have we succeeded! 

Starting this issue, we've eliminated the revolving ratings 
and made room, in abbreviated form, for five additional 
federations. Remaining in their usual form are: Top 10, Tag 
Team, Mosi Popular, Most Hated, NWA, WWF, AWA, 
World Class, Stampede, CWA, and Cumulative Ratings. 

Now for the changes: Ratings for the Continental Wres- 
tling Federation (previously in large form), as well as At- 
lantic Coast Wrestling, International Championship Wres- 
tling, Pacific Northwest Wrestting, Professional Wrestling 
Federation, and the World Wrestling Council, can now be 
found on the lower right hand corner of the ratings 
pages in smaller type and in paragraph form, without 
weights and hometowns. This allows us to have ratings 
for 16 federations, instead of the previous 17 plus a 
revolving category. 

We're sure you'll agree this is a change for the better. 
We look forward to reading your letters of reaction. 


Tracking Trends. The major ratings changes this issue 
reflect, for the most pan, the events of Super Sunday on 
April 2: the NWA’s ‘Ragin’ Cajun” Clash of the Champi- 
ons VI and the WWF's WrestleMania V. 

TOP 70: Rick Steamboat moved into the top spot off his 
victory on April 2 and several more wins over Flair since 
then. Steamboat also has defended his belt against top 
competition in Japan ... New WWF World champion 
Hulk Hogan moves up a notch to number two aff his 
victory over Randy Savage at WrestleMania V. Hogan has 
since held on to his belt in several remaiches with the 
“Macho Man,” who drops four spots off the loss ... U.S. 
champion Lex Luger pinned Ric Flair and teaofrogs over 
the former World champ; Flair drops two spots to num- 
ber four ... The Ultimate Warmior’s loss of the Interconti- 
nental title to Rick Rude gave Sting the opportunity to 
jump a spot to number six ... The Warrior drops from 
eight to nine; Rude enters at number eight, an indication 
of how controversial his victory at WrestleMania was. 
Rude, however, has successfully defended his title since 
then ... Dusty Rhodes, the PWF champ, reenters the 


ratings at number 10 ... Barry Windham has left the. 


NWA; Jerry Lawler also drops out of the ratings. 
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TAG TEAMS: The Road Wamiors suffered a controversial 
loss to Steve Williams and Mike Rotundo at Clash VI and 
drop out of the top spot to number two; they remain 
above the new champs, who enter at number three ... 
The new number-one tag team is Demolition; Ax and 
Smash have held the tag belts for well over a year! ... 
Akeem and Big Bossman ace taken over the number-one 
contender spot for the WWF World tag belts and enter 
the ratings at number five ... The Twin Towers are the 
second of four WWF tag teams in the Top 10; the others 
are The Bushwhackers (number seven) and Tully Blanchard 
and Am Anderson (number nine). 

, NWA: Barry Windham is out 
of the federation and, of 
course, out of the ratings ... 
Eddie Gilbert and Mike Rotundo 
are both wrestling exclusively 
in tag teams and drop out of 
the ratings ... The Great Muta, 
the hottest new star to hit the 
spon in a long time, has 
stormed the NWA and moves | 
in at number five. It’s only a 
— matter of time before Multa is | 
Exile <olibent fighting for a top bell. | 
WWF; Brutus Beefcake has taken aim at Rick Rude’s 
Intercontinental title; he moves in at number four ... 
With a big pinfall victory over Ted DiBiase, Jake Roberts 
enters at number five ... Curt Hennig, still undefeated 
(although against inferior competition) since arriving in 
the WWF, edges up two spots to number seven. 





Your Top 10 of the 1980s. As the decade draws to a 
close, it’s time to pick the best wrestlers and tag teams of 
the decade. We'd like to hear what's on your mind. Send 
us your list of the Top 10 individuals and tag teams of the 
1980s, along with any comments you might have. We'll 
add up the votes (much as we do for cumulative ratings) 
and publish your Top 10 for the decade in the Winter 
1989 issue of Wrestling Superstars. 


And what else is on your mind? We'd like to hear your 
opinions about our new ratings system and anything else 
ratings-related. The address for mail is: “Ratings Analysis,” 
do Wrestling Superstars; Box 48; Rockville Centre, NY 
41571. C) 


COMING JUNE 27 


THE LANDMARK PUBLISHING EVENT 
YOU WON’T WANT TO MISS 


THE 10th ANNIVERSARY ISSUE OF 


we ifesuin 


ILLUSTRATED 








THIS SPECTACULAR 100-PAGE DOUBLE ISSUE 
WILL BE BURSTING WITH FULL-COLOR PAGES 
AND SPECIAL BONUS FEATURES INCLUDING: 


INCREDIBLE FULL-COLOR SECTION: 
“12 WHO MADE A DIFFERENCE” 


PWIPRESS CONFERENCE: 
THE GREATEST WRESTLERS OF THE PAST DECADE 
IN AN EXCLUSIVE ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION 


PWISUPERSTATS, 
INCLUDING A DECADE OF MAJOR TITLE CHANGES, 
VITAL STATISTICS ON 200 WRESTLERS, 
AND A 10-YEAR RATINGS RETROSPECTIVE! 


A LOOK BACK TO OUR VERY FIRST ISSUE 


THE MOST INCREDIBLE PWISWEEPSTAKES EVER! 
OVER 100 PRIZES WILL BE GIVEN AWAY—ABSOLUTELY FREE!— 
INCLUDING PERSONAL ITEMS OFFERED TO YOU FROM 
THE GREATEST CHAMPIONS THE SPORT HAS EVER SEEN! 


ALL THIS—AND MUCH, MUCH MORE!—CAN BE FOUND 
IN THE SPECTACULAR 10th ANNIVERSARY ISSUE OF 
PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 


THIS ONCE-IN-A-LIFETIME ISSUE OF PWIIS COVER-DATED 
SEPTEMBER 1989 AND GOES ON SALE JUNE 27. 
AVOID A NEWSSTAND SELLOUT—GET YOUR COPY EARLY! 


j eeeeing 





SHOW THE WORLD 
YOU’RE A TRUE WRESTLING FAN! 
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A FULL LINE OF TOP-QUALITY 
MERCHANDISE FROM THE LARGEST- 
SELLING, MOST RESPECTED 
WRESTLING MAGAZINE IN THE WORL 
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THE PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED T-SHIRT 
A favorite among wrestling lans for years. These high-quality, silk- 
screened shins are a fashion blend of 50% comlorlable cotton 
and SO% ‘tongweanng potyester. The official Pro Wrestling 
iustrated T-shirt 13 crimson-ted with white fetiering and comes in 
a selection of four sizes: small, medium, large, and exira large. 
Onty $7.00. 


THE PRO WRESTUNG ILLUSTRATED CAP 
The perfect companion to tha PW T-shin. A bright crimson-red 
hat emblazoned with a while Pro Wrestling iiiusirated bogo in 
uniqua raised ketlaring for a spectacular three~dimensional look 
and feel. Be the first fan in your neighborhood (to wear one! Too 
quality, long-weanng—one size fits all. Onty $7.00. 


HE PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED “SKYVFLYER" 
Get ready for summer fun the whole year-round with the onty 
flying disc to bear the official Pro Wrestling Iilustrated name. A 
bright red dise with yellow and white lettering, the PW! "Skyfiyer” 
ig constructed of sturdy plastic for years of enjoyment. A full 9% 
inches in diameter. Only $5.00 


ia | 


THE PRO WRESTUNG ILLUSTRATED BUMPER STICKER 
The Pro Wrestling Illustrated logo is reproduced in dynamic red 
on @ bright yellow background. This giant sticker (354 inches by 
1S Inches) is specially made of high-qualty vinyl for sasy 
application and removal. A guaranteed sya-<caicher wherever you 
place i! Onty $2.00. 


| THE PAO WRESTUNG ILLUSTRATED BUTTON 
Wear Ine Pro Wrestling illustrated bution proucty on your shin. 
jacket, or hat lo show te workd you love pro wresting. A siurdy 
button with salety pin backing, the officia) PY? bumon ts obtong in 
shape and measures 134 inches oy 2% inches. Dynarnic red logo 
on bright yellow background. Only $1.00. 


SPECIAL BONUS OFFER: DELUXE SUPERFAN PACKAGE! Seve, NRE 
ALL FIVE ITEMS! YOU'LL RECEIVE: ONE T-SHIRT, ONE HAT, 
ONE SKYFLYER, TWO BUMPER STICKERS, AND TWO 

ne BUTTONS! THAT'S A $25.00 VALUE FOR THE SPECIAL LOW ae 

: : PRICE OF ONLY $19.95 (save over $500) THE PERFECT | 

ee ree BIRTHDAY OR HOLIDAY GIFT FOR ANY WRESTLING FAN! DELUXE PACKAGE 


ee 


Send To: MINIMUM ORDER $2.00 
Tv SPOATS 


Box 48 
Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


Make checks payable to TV SPORTS, INC. 








ADDRESS APT 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
NAME | 
| 
| 
se Cd 
10.95 ea. CITy — STATE ZIP | 


Minimum order: $2.00. Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. U.S. | 
TOTAL AMOUNT as) funds only. Do not send coins. Offer good in U.S. and Canada only. | 


SHIRT SIZE OSmait UMedium Clare OXLarge Foreign orders please add $3.00. 
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